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Data from the World Fertility Surveys in the 1970s  In 2010 more than 30 per cent of African and South
and the later Demographic and Health Surveys have Asian women over age 15 had no schooling at all,
been extensively mined and analysed to examine compared to fewer than 10 per cent of those in Lat-
the relationship between female education and in America and the Caribbean (LAC) and East Asia
childbearing patterns. Behind all the complexities  and the Pacific. Conversely, while 52 per cent of
that these data have revealed there lies a solid and ~ women in East Asia and the Pacific have been to
near universal association between higher levels of secondary school, the corresponding figure is only
education and lower levels of fertility. about half that percentage among African women.

Highest level of education attained in 2010, by region, women aged 15+ (%)

100
90
80
70
60
X 50 Tertiary
40 Secondary
g D
30 Primary
® No schooling
20
10
0
Sub-Saharan Middle East LAC EastAsia and South Asia
Africa and North the Pacific
Africa
Source: Barro-Lee Dataset




Access to education for girls and the level of educa- completing primary school or secondary school; the
tion that they achieve shows considerable variation percentage of girls enrolled in secondary school etc.
within Sub-Saharan Africa. This can be measured by In 13 of the countries in the region (45%), fewer
looking at different educational variables: the aver- than one in five girls enrol in secondary school

age years of schooling; the percentage of girls (figures for 2000-2010).

Secondary School Enrolment, Net, Female, 2000-2010

Chad
Guinea-Bissau
Central African Republic
Niger

Burundi
Ethiopia
Benin

Liberia
Burkina Faso
Togo
Mozambique
Mauritania
Senegal
Djibouti
Uganda
Nigeria
Guinea
Eritrea
Malawi
Swarziland
Mali

Sao Tome and Principe
Kenya
Maldives
Namibia
Botswana
South Africa
Mauritius
Seychelles

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Source: PRB Population and Economic Development 2012 Data Sheet

References

Barro, R. J. and Lee, ]. (2010) A new data set of educational attainment in the world, 1950-2010. NBER Working Paper
Series.

Population Reference Bureau (2012) Population and Economic Development 2012 Data Sheet

PREPARED BY KENNETH HOWSE AND NANA NANITASHVILI
COLLEN.AGEING.0X.AC.UK



