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Oh	the	trees	they	do	grow	high	Mar0n	Carthy	
	Oh	the	trees	they	do	grow	high	and	the	leaves	they	do	grow	green,	And	many's	the	

cold	winter's	night	my	love	and	I	have	seen.	On	a	cold	winter's	night	my	love	you	
and	I	alone	have	been.	
Oh	my	bonny	boy	is	young	but	he's	growing,	Growing,	growing,	My	bonny	boy	is	
young	but	he's	growing	
	
"Oh	father,	dear	father,	you've	done	to	me	much	harm,	For	to	go	and	get	me	
married	to	one	who	is	so	young.	
For	he	is	only	sixteen	years	old	and	I	am	twentyone,	Oh	my	bonny	boy	is	young	but	
he's	growing,	Growing,	growing,	My	bonny	boy	is	young	but	he's	growing.	
	
"Oh	daughter,	dear	daughter,	I'll	tell	you	what	I'll	do,	I'll	send	your	love	to	college	
for	another	year	or	two.	
And	all	around	his	college	cap	I'll	0e	a	ribbon	blue,	For	to	let	the	ladies	know	that	
he's	married,	Married,	married,	To	let	the	ladies	know	that	he's	married.”	
	
Now	at	the	age	of	sixteen	he	was	a	married	man,	And	at	the	age	of	seventeen	the	
father	to	a	son,	And	at	the	age	of	eighteen	the	grass	grew	over	him.	Cruel	death	
soon	put	an	end	to	his	growing,	Growing,	growing,	Cruel	death	soon	put	an	end	to	
his	growing.	
	
And	now	my	love	is	dead	and	in	his	grave	doth	lie,	The	green	grass	grows	over	him	
so	very	very	high.	
I'll	sit	here	and	mourn	his	death	un0l	the	day	I	die,	And	I'll	watch	all	o'er	his	child	
while	he's	growing,	Growing,	growing,	I'll	watch	all	o'er	his	child	while	he's	growing.	
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Ø  So	what	is	new?		
	

Socio-ecological model Advantage 1: 1 size fits all 



q  Afghanistan 
q  Algeria 
q  Angola 
q  Bangladesh 
q  Bosnia 
q  Burundi 
q  Cambodia 
q  China 
q  Eritrea 
q  Ethiopia 
q  Gaza 
q  Guinea Bissau 
q  Haiti 
q  India 
q  Indonesia 

q  Kosova 
q  Mozambique 
q  Namibia 
q  Nepal 
q  Netherlands 
q  Philippines 
q  Rwanda 
q  Sierra Leone 
q  Sri Lanka 
q  Sudan 
q  Surinam 
q  South Africa 
q  Swaziland 
q  Uganda 
q  United States 

Interventions (70%) and research (30%) among 
adults and children in a variety of cultures 



	
Challenge		

	
Go beyond ‘Alma Ata’ (1978) 

 
Pool and share resources à 

	
 

Alma Ata, the capital of 
Kazakhstan, site of the 
1978 WHO/UNICEF 
conference  
‘Health for All by the 
Year 2000’ 
 



Resilience		
Social	capital	
Empowerment	

Community	dynamics		
Social	support	

Informa0on	&	Communica0on	
Community	competence	

Wellness	

Economy	
Rural	development	
Income	genera0on	
Occupa0onal	skills	

Micro-credit	schemes	
Stability	livelihoods	

Social	
DDR	(Disarmament,	

Demobiliza0on,	Reintegra0on)	
Former	combatants,	Child	
soldiers,	Rape	vic0ms	

Psychosocial	distress	adults	
and	youth	

Disaster	preven0on	

Medical	
(N)C	Diseases	(HIV,	TB,	

Diabetes,	Mental	disorder)	

Peace	
TRCs	(Truth	Reconcilia0on	

Commissions)	
Transi0onal	Jus0ce		

Mi0ga0ng	emo0ons	of	
impunity,	anger,	revenge	
Non-violent	upbringing	

Advantage 2: Potential in a scattered world 



Health	systems	in	peace	0me	
	 	Ministry	of	Health 	 	Finance	Ministry	 	 	Jus0ce	&	Laws		

	 	Provincial/district	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Health,	Social,	Criminal	
	 	Hospital 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Non-discrimina0on	
	 	 	 	 	 		Professional	associa0ons 	 			Health	insurances	
	 	Primary	Care	clinics 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Private	GPs 	 			(I)NGOs 	 	 	 	 	Ministry	Social	Affairs	
	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Community	MH	Clinics											Drug	companies 	 	Ministry	Educa0on 	 	
		
	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Mental	Hospitals 	 	Universi0es 	 	 	Ministry	of	Science	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Private	psychiatrists 	 	 	Public	Health	Department	
	 		



Complex	systems	a[er	disaster	
	

	 	Ministry	of	Health 	 	Finance	Ministry	 	 	Jus0ce	&	Laws		

	 	Provincial/District	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Health,	Social,	Criminal	
	 	hospital 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Non-discrimina0on	
	 	 	 	 	 		Professional	associa0ons 	 						Health	insurances	
	 	Primary	Care	clinics 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Private	GPs 	 			(I)NGOs 	 	 	 	 	Ministry	Social	Affairs	
	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Community	MH	Clinics											Drug	companies 	 	Ministry	Educa0on 	 	
		
	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	Mental	Hospitals 	 	Universi0es 	 	 	Ministry	of	Science	

	
	 	Private	psychiatrists 	 	 	Public	Health	Department	

	
	 		

Humanitarian 
agencies 
Disaster 
managers/ 
experts 

Military 

Diplomats 
Blue helmets 
Peace keepers 

Human rights 
organizations 

UN: Coordination Food Health Women 
Economy Reconstruction Refugees 

Rural 
developers 

Helpers 
/disaster 
tourists 

(I)NGOs 



Challenge: mathematics 
•  Few (N)GO policy planners use models to 

calculate the capacity of the health system 
on a national, regional or district level  

•  Mathematics would enable us to distribute 
limited resources in proportion to 
demographics, socio-economics, national 
or social insurance, incidence etc 

•  Socio-ecological models are more 
advanced than the statistics we need to 
prove causal relations 



Challenge:	Mathema0cs	(cont)	
Consider	the	health	system	as	a	hub	among	sectors:	
	
Ø economic	sector	(for	income	genera0on	among	the	poor)	
Ø social	sector	(as	a	safety	net)		
Ø educa0onal	sector	(for	children	and	youth)	
Ø legal	sector	and	women’s	organiza0ons	(for	human	rights	
viola0ons	and	family	violence)	

Ø consumers	(e.g.,	self-help	groups)		
Ø insurance	and	other	companies	

Address	the	most	difficult	problem	of	contemporary	science:	
“how	to	deal	with	complex	systems	as	wholes”	Levins	1974	



Outline	

•  Classification of violence 
•  Analysis conflicts in an interdisciplinary way  
•  A public health framework resulting in a 

preventative matrix 
•  Multi-sectoral, multi-modal and multi-level 

interventions involving the economy, 
governance, diplomacy, the military, human 
rights, agriculture, health, and education in 
an integrative and eclectic way 

•  Discussion 





A	typology	of	violence	(WHO,	2002)	
         VIOLENCE 

Self-directed      Interpersonal 
  
Collective 

Suicidal                  
behavior 

Self-
abuse 

Family/partner Community 

   Social Political  Economic             Physical 

               Sexual 

          Psychological 

    Deprivation or neglect 

War 

Violent conflicts 

State violence 

Terrorist acts 

Mob violence 



Preven0on	rests	on	a	few	generic	
public	health	principles	

•  uncovering knowledge about SRH/.. 
violence and reacting early to signs of 
trouble;  

•  using a comprehensive approach to 
alleviate risk factors that trigger or maintain 
violent conflict;  

•  address underlying root causes; 
•  implement, monitor, and evaluate 

interventions that appear promising  

Advantage 3: multi disciplinary challenge 





PBEA	Research:	an	aGemp	to	develop	
prevenHve	community	intervenHons	

Family	
level	

School	level	 Adolescents	

Paren0ng		
and	ECD	(2) 

Children’s	exposure	
to	violence	at	home/
community 

Transmission	of	
violence	in	the	family	
and	community	

Educa0on	for	
peacebuilding	
(Policy)		

Child	perspec0ve	on	
violence	and	
strategies	resilience	

Inequality	in	schools	
(gender,	dropout,	
adolescents	

Low	Horizons:	
adolescents	
and	violence	in	
Burundi	

Adolescents	
capaci0es	for	
resilience	and	
peacebuilding	

Popula0on	
based	survey	
on	peace	and	
educa0on	

Community	
level	

Early	childhood	 Middle	childhood	 Adolescence	

Community	
mechanisms	
linking	child	
protec0on	
with	social	
cohesion	

The four-year Peacebuilding, Education and Advocacy Programme  is an innovative, cross-sectoral programme focusing on education 
and peacebuilding 





Defini0on	of	evidence	based	
preven0on	of	collec0ve	violence		

•  The “conscientious and judicious use of 
current best evidence in making decisions 
about preventive interventions for 
communities, countries and regions to 
reduce the incidence of political and 
economic violence and to enable people to 
regain control, to improve their wellbeing, 
and live in peaceful coexistence”.  



Modern	armed	conflict	

•  In 2000, 1.6 million people died of violence. Nearly half of these 
deaths were suicides, onethird  homicides, one-fifth were war 
related (WHO, 2002) 

•  The total number of armed conflicts rose from the  1950s until 
1994 and then declined sharply until 2004. The end of the Cold 
War at least partly influenced the decline in armed conflict. The 
decline was largely due to the resolution of old conflicts rather 
than the prevention of new conflict; many dormant societal 
conflicts recurred after 2004 

 
•  In 2011, 37 armed conflicts were recorded globally, the majority in 

Africa (n = 15, 41%), Asia (n = 13, 35%), and the Middle East (n 
= 6, 16%) 

•  DALYs due to war injuries will increase between 2009 and 2019 



Modern	armed	conflict	(cont)	
•  10%	of	the	people	who	are	killed	are	soldiers,	90%		civilians	and	50%	of	them	

children	
		
•  Reduced	agricultural	produc0on	and	forced	displacement	of	people	à	Increasing	

poverty,	hunger	and	malnutri0on	
	
•  A	local	conflict	can	spill	over	into	na0onal	conflicts,	neighbouring	countries	and	a	

region		
	
•  The	ra0o	of	involvement	in	collec0ve	violence	of	LMIC	countries	versus	HIC	is	ten	

to	one	

•  1997-2007	two	million	children	have	been	killed	in	armed	conflict,	with	20	M	
displaced	and	6	M	million	disabled	(Unicef	2007)	

•  Around	the	world	at	any	moment,	an	es0mated	300,000	children	under	the	age	of	
18	are	involved	in	armed	forces		(Coali0on	to	Stop	the	Use	of	Child	Soldiers,	2008)	

		
•  	In	2011,	45	M	newly	displaced	due	to	conflict	or	persecu0on,	with	29	M	IDPs	and	

16	million	refugees	à	1	:12	to	HIC,	1:5	to	other	LMIC,	75%	as	IDP	in	own	country			



Steps	leading	to	collec0ve	violence	

Mutual retaliation à‘malignant social process’ 
•  Aryan-Jew   Tutsi-Hutu   Israeli-Palestinian    Indian-Pakistani   Arab world-US  

 Han Chinese versus others   Serbs–Bosnians 

 
This escalation due to ‘us’-‘them’ and groupthink: 
 
•  illusion of invulnerability à  
•  excessive optimism and risk taking,  
•  a collective rationalizing of warnings that might temper 

a position,  
•  an unquestioned belief in a group’s moral superiority, 
•  negative stereotypes of an out-group making 

negotiation unfeasible,  



Steps	leading	to	collec0ve	violence	
(cont)	

•  direct pressure on dissenters from group ideology, self-
censorship, 

  
•  a shared illusion of unanimity, and 
  
•  self-appointed ‘mind guards’ to protect the group from 

adverse information so that dissent to violence is 
voiced at risk of death		



Steps	leading	to	collec0ve	violence	(cont)	
	

Societal	self-concept	based	on	superiority	or	self-doubt	à	
war-generaHng	moHves		

Germany	aLer	WWI				Khmer	Rouge	
	

Societal	concept	based	on	previously	possessed	territory	
China-Tibet		Israeli/PalesHnians-Jerusalem		Iraq-Kuwait			ArgenHna-Falklands		

		
Or,	part	of	the	territory	wants	to	split	off	
Biafra-Nigeria		East-W	Pakistan		Eritrea-Ethiopia		South-North	Sudan		Kurdistan	

			
ProjecHng	unacceptable	aspects	onto	others	
Turks-Armenians					Witches	Africa				Renamo	vs	Frelimo	
‘ParasiHsm’		Jews,	Indians,	Chinese	



Risk factors/ indicators for violent conflicts & wars in fragile 
and failed states: relations circular and systemic	

•  Political factors 
a lack of democratic processes 
unequal access to power 
•  Economic factors 
unequal income distribution or access to resources 
control over natural resources 
control over drug production or trading 
•  Societal and community factors: 
inequality between groups 
group fanaticism along ethnic, national or religious lines 
availability of small arms and other weapons 
health and nutrition 
•  Demographic factors: 
rapid demographic change & high population density 
Plus a context of:  
•  Chronic poverty, many live on less than $1 per day 
•  Multiple, everyday stressors plus shattered trust, loss of  

 social supports & health 

More risk 
factors 

More 
likelihood 
Collective
Violence 

Poverty 

conflict 
trap 



Common	predictors	of	armed	conflicts	and	ill	health		

Predictor	

• Faulty	governance/	Lack	of	democracy	

•  Inequality/inequity	

• MarginalizaHon	of	groups	

• Lack	of	intersectoral	collaboraHon	

• Health	and	nutriHonal	indicators	per	se	

• 	Daar	et	al	2007	Nature	
• Collins	Patel	et	al	2011	Nature	

Consequences	armed	conflict	

• Human	rights	viola0on	
• Criminaliza0on	of	the	state	
• Faulty	leadership/Corrup0on	

• Widening	socio-economic	inequali0es/
struggle	over	access	resources	(oil,	
water)	

• Poli0cal	power	exercised	differen0ally	
applied	according	to	ethnic	or	religious	
iden0ty	

• Poor	interac0on	interna0onal	agencies,	
governments	and	ngo’s;	poor	
engagement	in	preven0ve,	
rehabilita0ve,	and	reconstruc0ve	
interven0ons	that	may	fuel	cycles	of	
violence	

•  Important	determinants	of	conflict	onset
		

• WHO	2011	Social	determinants	public	health	
• De	Jong	2010		SSM	

Consequences	health	

• Lack	of	social	jus0ce	
• Low	priority	of	health	
• Low	government	spending	
• Lack	of	health	policy	

•  Impaired	access	to	sanita0on,	health,	
educa0on	

• Differen0al	access	to	services	and	
differen0al	outcomes	for	minori0es,	
urban/rural	residents/IDPs	

• Lack	of	interconnec0on	(sub)na0onal	
policies,	inability	to	address	crucial	
social	determinants	mostly	located	
outside	the	health	sector	

• Further	deteriora0on	of	public	health	
services	and	a	vicious	circle	of	reduced	
access	to	services	and	increased	
mortality	and	disability	







Indicators	of	states:	risk	of	collapse/conflict,		
examples	&	sequelae		

Indicator 	Signs 	 	 	Example							 	 	 	 	Consequence	

	
Inequality	
	
Changing	 		
	
Demography	

Globalisation Privatization 

Safety net      Weapons 
Competition over resources 
Idem over access to drugs 

former URRS  Yugoslavia 

Sub Saharan Africa Cambodia Indonesia 
Afghanistan   Columbia   Myanmar 

    Failed states & armed conflict 

Army and rebel forces fight over 
access to resources (gems, water, 
drugs) 

Movement refugees IDPs 

(Infant)mortality 

Population density/
unemployment 

Dispute territory 

Darfur  Lebanon 

Angola    Uganda    Syria 

Rwanda   Burundi  

W Africa   S Lanka 

  Ethiopia   Eritrea 

Environmental degradation   
due to population movement 

  Infectious disease   Vaccination 

Resource depletion, Risk HIV   
Poor nutrition 

  Recruitment forces   

  Destruction water sources  



Indicators	of	states:	risk	of	collapse/conflict,		
examples	&	sequelae		

Indicator 	Signs 	 	 	Example							Consequence	

Lack of 
democracy 

Violation human rights 

Criminalization of state 

Faulty leaders, corruption 

Bhutan  Cambodia  Iran  Turkey 

F Yugoslavia  Guatemala  Iraq 

Mozambique  S Leone  Ethiopia  

Torture  Imprisonment Violence 

High military expenditures 

Use of violence to achieve aims  

Political 
instability  

Rapid changes 

Vengeance seeking 

(ethnic-religious) 

Sub-Saharan Africa    Caucasus Failed states  

Interethnic & religious strife 

Economic 
decline 

Uneven development 

Unequal gains between groups 
or areas 

West Africa  Great Lakes Africa 

 Poverty   Discontent   Reduced  

 expenditure health & education 

 Cycles of violence 

Ukraine, Balkan, Syria 

Ethnic 
composition 
of ruling group 
different from 
population  

Political and economic power 
exercised according to ethnic 
or religious identity 
Desecration ethnic/religious 
symbols 

Rwanda, Burundi, Sri 
Lanka, Balkan, 
Caucasus, Nagorno-
Karabakh/Azerbaijan, 
Afghanistan, Ukraine, 
Tibet 

Inter-ethnic strife 



Matrix	showing	the	relaHon	between	Primary,	Secondary,	and	TerHary	
PrevenHon	and	(Inter)naHonal,	Community	and	Family/Individual	

IntervenHons		

SOCIETY-AT-LARGE 
or 

(INTER)NATIONAL 
 

COMMUNITY  FAMILY & 

INDIVIDUAL  
PRIMARY PREVENTION 

 
eliminate a conflict or problem 
before it can occur  

Universal interventions 
  
 

Universal interventions 
  
  

Universal interventions 
  
  

SECONDARY 
PREVENTION 

 
shorten the course of a 

conflict or problem through 
crisis intervention, case 

identification and referral 
(eg to UN)  

Selective interventions 
 
  

Selective interventions 
 

Selective interventions 
 

TERTIARY PREVENTION 
prevent a conflict from  

becoming chronic, to recur, and  

to contribute to rehabilitation 

and reconstruction  

Indicated interventions 
 

Indicated interventions 
 

Indicated interventions 
 



Universal,	selecHve	and	indicated	prevenHve	
intervenHons	

•  Universal	preven0ve	interven0ons	are	targeted	to	the	
community	(of	na0ons),	the	general	public	or	a	whole	
popula0on	group		

•  Selec,ve	preven0ve	interven0ons	are	targeted	to	
na0ons	or	states/groups	whose	risk	of	developing	
collec0ve	violence/disease	is	higher	than	average	based	
on	the	risk	factors	

•  Indicated	preven0ve	interven0ons	are	targeted	to	high-
risk	countries/groups	(or	(sub)regions)	that	show	signs	
of	collec0ve	violence/disease	foreshadowing	a	serious	
armed	or	ethnic	conflict/chronic	disorder		



 
 
 

	
MACRO	

	
EXO	=	COMMUNITY			

		
MICRO	=	CLASS,	

FAMILY,	CHURCH	ETC	

Universal	
intervenHons	
	

  
 
  

 
 

SelecHve	intervenHons	
	

Indicated	
intervenHons	

	



 
 
 

 
MACRO EXO = COMMUNITY     

MICRO = CLASS, FAMILY, 
CHURCH ETC 

Universal	intervenHons	
 

 

Universal	preven,ve	interven,ons	
Economy,	governance	and	early	warning	
Free	media	and	press	
Resolve	underlying	root	causes	of	violence		
(Inter)na,onal	laws		
Defining	and	condemning	human	rights	
viola,ons		
Research	into	events	and	their	consequences		
SeCng	standards	for	interven,on	and	training		
Expanding	security	ins,tu,ons	
Military’s	role	of	last	resort	
Reinforcing	peace	ini,a,ves	and	conflict	
resolu,on		
Arms	and	landmine	control	
Prevent	the	reemergence	of	violence		
Transna,onal	collabora,ve	projects		
Selec,ve	preven,ve	interven,ons	
Humanitarian	opera,ons		
War	tribunals	and	the	persecu,on	of	
perpetrators			
Peace-keeping	forces			
Indicated	preven,ve	interven,ons	
Human	rights	advocacy 

Universal	and	SelecHve	prevenHve	intervenHons	
		
Rural	development	and	food	producHon	
Community	empowerment		
Decreasing	dependency	and	learned	helplessness	
Public	health	and	educaHon	
Peace	educaHon	and	conflict	resoluHon	in	schools	
and	the	community		
Public	(psycho-)	educaHon,	community	
sensiHzaHon	and	awareness	raising	
Security	measures	

 
 
 

Universal	&	SelecHve	IntervenHons	
		
Include	women	and	children	in	the	distribuHon	of	
economic	growth		
Family	reunion/family	tracing	
Family/network	building	
Improvement	of	physical	aspects		
Resilience	groups	for	children	
		

 

SelecHve	intervenHons	
 

Humanitarian	relief	operaHons:	
shelter,	food,	water	and	sanitaHon	
(Co-occurring)	Natural	disasters:	quality	
standards		
Voluntary	repatriaHon	
ReparaHon	and	compensaHon		

Conflict	prevenHon	&	resoluHon	
Crisis	intervenHon		
VocaHonal	skills	training		

 

Recruitment	of	child	soldiers		
ReparaHon	and	compensaHon	for	afflicted	
families	
Public	health	and	disease	control	
Mental	health	and	psychosocial	support	(MHPSS)	
Crisis	intervenHon 

Indicated	intervenHons	
 

Peace-keeping	and	peace-enforcing	troops.		
Peace	agreements	

 

ReconciliaHon	and	mediaHon	skills	between	
groups 

Involve	the	family	in	rehabilitaHon	and	
reconstrucHon 

UN 
 
Government 
 
NGO/CBO 
 



Matrix	showing	the	relaHon	between	Primary,	Secondary,	and	TerHary	
PrevenHon	and	(Inter)naHonal,	Community	and	Family/Individual	

IntervenHons		

SOCIETY-AT-LARGE 
or 

(INTER)NATIONAL 
 

COMMUNITY  FAMILY & 

INDIVIDUAL  
PRIMARY PREVENTION 
 
eliminate a conflict or 
problem before it can 
occur  

Universal preventive interventions 
Economy, governance and early warning 
Free media and press 
Resolve underlying root causes of violence  
(Inter)national laws  
Defining & condemning human rights violations  
Research into events and their consequences  
Setting standards for intervention and training  
Expanding security institutions 
Military’s role of last resort 
Reinforcing peace initiatives & conflict 
resolution  
Arms and landmine control 
Prevent the reemergence of violence  
Transnational collaborative projects  
Selective preventive interventions 
Humanitarian operations  
War tribunals/persecution of perpetrators   
Peace-keeping forces   
Indicated preventive interventions 

Human rights advocacy  
SECONDARY 
PREVENTION 

 

shorten the course of a 

conflict or problem   
TERTIARY PREVENTION 

prevent a conflict from  
becoming chronic, to 

recur, and  

to contribute to 
rehabilitation and 

reconstruction  



Economy,	governance	&	early	warning		

•  Achieving SDGs, pro-poor policies, prioritization agriculture 
and health will contribute to reducing the risk of armed conflict 

•  civil society and quality of policy-making decisions 
•  legal standards, regimes for controlling destructive weaponry, 

reduce poverty: economic growth per se does not prevent 
collective violence, but equitable access and economic 
opportunities do 

•  diversification to counter dependence on natural resources 
•  rebel financing and so called Commodity Tracking Systems  
•  governance goals: corruption, weak and unaccountable 

government, secessionist movements, financial and political 
transparency, cessation of illicit trade by armed groups, and 
better corporate practices 

•  multiparty political systems are more important then 
democracy per se because multiparty systems are more 
inclusive and stable and have a lower probability of civil war 

•  make more often use of Article 99 of the UN charter					



Economy,	governance	&	early	warning		
•  early warning system: analysis of developing 

trends, political consultations to establish 
preventive engagement, pragmatic course of 
action to respond to the warning signs, and 
a flexible repertoire of political, economic 
and military measures.  

•  it implies preventive diplomacy, negotiation 
by mediators, a rapid reaction force guided 
by the UN charter, and economic measures 
such as sanctions, inducements and 
economic conditionality		



Economy,	governance	&	early	warning		

•  economic pressure only effective when 
donor states harmonize policies. Some 
countries decrease their aid based on either 
harbouring or bordering a conflict, while 
others increase their aid 

•  e.g. Belgium, Canada, France, New 
Zealand, Portugal, Switzerland, Spain and 
the UK decrease aid, while the US, Russia, 
Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Japan, 
the Netherlands and Norway increase their 
aid 



Resolve	underlying	causes:	for	structural	preven0on	(i.e.	
ensure	crises	do	not	arise)	address	the	root	cause	of	

violence	
•  Structural prevention or peace-building: ensure fundamental 

security, well-being and justice, temper discrimination and ethnic 
contradictions and rebuild societies 

 
•  I.e an accountable bureaucracy and a macroeconomic 

management structure that opens the country to the international 
community and to the global economy 

  
•  Address well-being, i.e. equal opportunity and access to basic 

necessities, such as health services, education; provide 
opportunities to earn a livelihood, stimulating poverty reduction 
and protecting the environment 

  
•  International laws to deal with the 4 main sources of insecurity 

worldwide, i.e.	access to land and resources & access to nuclear & 
other weapons of mass destruction; confrontation between 
militaries; sources of internal violence (terrorism, organized crime, 
insurgencies, and repressive regimes)  



(Inter)na,onal	laws	

•  To contain internal violence such as terrorism, 
organized crime, and active insurgencies, states 
need laws, an effective police authority, an 
accessible grievance redress system and a fair penal 
system.  

•  International laws should emphasize three areas: 
 human rights 
 humanitarian laws 
 non-violent alternatives for dispute resolution.  

•  Humanitarian laws include the need to provide legal 
underpinning for UN field operations, should address 
the needs of vulnerable groups, the freedom of 
religion, and the right to preserve non-harmful 
cultural practices  
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Yahoo Buzz 
SHARETHIS 
Cambodia and its War Tribunal 
Last month, Cambodia began a trial for crimes against humanity that took place three decades earlier. The U.N.-backed tribunal has indicted and is now trying five former Khmer Rouge officials for crimes against humanity and war crimes during the years of 1975-79. In that short span, while the Khmer Rouge was in power, an estimated 1.4 million Cambodians died (possibly up to 2 million) due to Khmer policies, which included forced labor, outright executions, starvation, and torture - for an idea of the magnitude, click here for a visualization. All these acts were part of the Khmer Rouge's disastrous effort to dismantle their society and build a communist utopia. Now, 30 years later, Cambodia is still recovering - a young country, with over 50% of the population younger than 25, millions of leftover land mines, extreme poverty and a still-rebuilding agricultural system. Collected here are some recent photos from Cambodia, its people, the tribunal and more. Special thanks to my friend Alicia Conway, currently in Phnom Penh. (28 photos total) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
Chum Manh, 78, one of the 14 Khmer Rouge prisoners who survived the S-21 torture center (now the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum), shows his group photo in the museum in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on January 31, 2009. The U.N.-backed Khmer Rouge tribunal recently opened its first trial where 66-year-old Duch, also known as Kaing Guek Eav, faces charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, torture and homicide while he ran the S-21 torture centre. (REUTERS/Chor Sokunthea)  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

2 
Skulls of victims are piled up on display at the Choeung Ek memorial stupa south of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 10, 2009, marking the "killing fields" where the ruling Khmer Rouge executed thousands of people between 1975 and 1979. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

3 
Former Khmer Rouge prison commander, 66-year-old Duch, whose real name is Kaing Guek Eav, under guard at the opening of his trial before the Extraordinary Chamber in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) in Phnom Penh. Cambodia on February 17, 2009. He faces charges of crimes against humanity over his iron-fisted rule at Tuol Sleng prison, where he is accused of presiding over the deaths of at least 15,000 men, women and children. (ADREES LATIF/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

4 
Cambodian Sao Phen prepares bones of victims of the Khmer Rouge inside a stupa in Kandal province, some 50 kilometers south of Phnom Penh on January 30, 2009. (TANG CHHIN SOTHY/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

5 
A "no laughing" sign sets the tone at Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh, a former high school that became the Security Prison 21 (S-21) under the Khmer Rouge. Photo taken February 8th, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

6 
A Cambodian survivor of Security Prison 21 (S-21), lies next to a bed as he demonstrates the wearing of shackles around his ankles at Tuol Sleng genocide museum in Phnom Penh on February 5, 2009. (TANG CHHIN SOTHY/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

7 
A visitor sits on bench after visiting torture rooms of the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, also known as the notorious Security Prison 21, in the center of Phnom Penh on February 16, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif (CAMBODIA) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

8 
This combination photo shows undated file pictures of the five former top members of Cambodia's notorious Khmer Rouge due to be tried by a U.N.-backed tribunal. Kang Kek Ieu (top l), known as "Duch', was former director of the Tuol Sleng torture center; former deputy and "Brother Number Two" Nuon Chea (top center); former prime minister Khieu Samphan (top r); former foreign minister Ieng Sary (bottom l) and his wife Ieng Thirith (bottom r), who served as social affairs minister for the Khmer Rouge. (AFP/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

9 
Cambodians look on during the first day of a U.N.-backed tribunal Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2009, inside the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Kaing Guek Eav, who headed the S-21 prison in Phnom Penh, went before Cambodia's genocide tribunal Tuesday for its first trial over the deaths of an estimated 1.7 million people at the hands of the Khmer Rouge regime more than three decades ago. (AP Photo/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

10 
Cambodians gather Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2009, outside the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia as the first day of a U.N.-backed tribunal was set to get underway. (AP Photo/David Longstreath) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

11 
Ieng Thirith, center, a former Khmer Rouge social affairs minister and wife of its foreign minister Ieng Sary, sits next to securities personnel during a hearing at the U.N.-backed genocide tribunal in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2009. The former female minister of the Khmer Rouge regime shows her second appeal Tuesday for release from pre-trial detention by Cambodia's genocide tribunal where she is being held on charges of crimes against humanity. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

12 
Former Khmer Rouge leader and head of state Khieu Samphan sits in the dock during his 4th pre-trial chamber public hearing at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia on the outskirts of Phnom Penh February 27, 2009. Kieu Samphan is charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity. (REUTERS/Tang Chhin Sothy/Pool) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

13 
This file photo taken on April 18, 1998 shows opened mass graves at the Choeung Ek "Killing Fields" near the capital Phnom Penh where intellectuals who were tortured and interrogated at Toul Sleng prison were brought and killed by the Khmer Rouge. (MANUEL CENETA/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

14 
Norng Chan Phal, who survived the Khmer Rouge genocide torture centre S-21 as a child in 1979, weeps during a news conference held with former Vietnamese soldier and combat photographer Ho Van Tay (right), who filmed S-21 as his troops chased Pol Pot's rebels from Phnom Penh in 1979, and who rescued Norng from S-21 as well, in Phnom Penh February 16, 2009. (REUTERS/Chor Sokunthea) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

15 
A woman rides her bike past temples upon hilltops near Udong, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 15, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

16 
A Cambodian farmer waters his vegetables outside of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Monday, March 2, 2009. Cambodia remains an agricultural country with 80 percent of its population working as rural farmers. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

17 
The moon is seen at sunset as locals gather near the bank of the banks of the Tonle Sap river in Phnom Penh on February 9, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

18 
A Khmer woman wearing a traditional scarf called a Kroma sits outside her home in Taches village on the outskirts of Phnom Penh on February 13, 2009. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

19 
A bride stands on the roadside as she welcomes guests to her reception near Udogn, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 15, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

20 
A woman puts the finishing touches on a sculpture in downtown Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Photo taken February 7th, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

21 
Cambodian soldiers search for landmines on the outskirts of Pailin, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold, in western Cambodia's Battambang province February 13, 2009. A landmine exploded nearby a day earlier, killing a family of three, locals said. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

22 
Unexploded ordinance sits displayed near a land-mine field outside of Cambodia's western city of Battambang on February 12, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

23 
A disabled man exercises on February 18, 2009 at the Kien Khleang Physical Rehabilitation center that treats victims of landmines and road accidents outside Phnom Penh. Cambodia's civil war ended in 1998, but millions of mines still litter the country in the aftermath of three decades of fighting. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

24 
Farmer Som Boo sprays insecticide on his rice field in Reang Kesei, located in Cambodia's western Battambang province February 10, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

25 
A Cambodian Buddhist monk offers prayers at sacred tree in Phnom Penh Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009. (AP Photo/David Longstreath) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

26 
A boy picks fruit from a tree as smoke rises from burning fields in Pailin, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold, in western Cambodia's Battambang province February 13, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

27 
An older Cambodian woman looks on during the funeral of a former Khmer Rouge leader in Anlong Veng, Cambodia, Saturday, July 22, 2006. (David Longstreath/AP) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

28 
A young seller of handmade silk scarves on Koh Dach, Cambodia's "Silk Island", about 15k north of Phnom Penh on the Mekong River. Photo taken February 1st, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  
 
 
More links and information 
My Savior, Their Killer - NYTimes Op-Ed by François Bizot 2/16 
Trial unlikely to heal Cambodia's wounds - AFP 2/11  
Cambodia - NYTimes.com Topics page 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia - Official site  
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia - U.N. Tribunal, Wikipedia entry 
Cambodian genocide - Wikipedia entry 
< Back to front page 
•  Previous entry  
• Next entry   
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1. 
REALLY STRONG EXPRESSIONS ON THOSE PEOPLE'S FACES. SEEING THOSE PICTURES FROM THE PRISON REMINDS ME OF SOME OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS, REALLY HORRIBLE. 
POSTED BY CARL JOHANR MARCH 6, 09 12:11 PM  

2. 
MOVING IMAGES AND A STORY THAT WE SHOULD ALL TAKE NOTE OF. NEARLY 30 YEARS AGO, AS A YOUNG CHILD, I WAS THE FIRST TO WELCOME AND GUIDE A CAMBODIAN IMMIGRANT THROUGH HIS FIRST DAY OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. IT IS AMAZING NOW TO SEE THE HISTORY OF WHAT HE WAS FLEEING. WE ARE FAIRLY INSULATED IN THE US, BUT NEED TO KEEP GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE, CONTINUING TO UPLIFT PEOPLE HERE AND ABROAD. I TRY TO DO MY PART BY ADOPTING THE DAY1 PHILOSOPHY. EVERY DAY CAN BE A NEW DAY. 
POSTED BY BMCD MARCH 6, 09 12:25 PM  

3. 
AMAZING PICTURES  
POSTED BY JP MARCH 6, 09 12:50 PM  

4. 
#2 IS REALLY DISTURBING... 
POSTED BY RYAN MARCH 6, 09 12:50 PM  

5. 
#28 - AMAZING LOOK 
POSTED BY PAWEL MARCH 6, 09 12:52 PM  
6. 
[ GREAT PICS AS USUAL ] 
POSTED BY STARBUCK MARCH 6, 09 12:56 PM  

7. 
I WISH THEY HAD A "NO LAUGHING" SIGN AT DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP. WHEN I WENT THERE IN AUGUST, A GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE SOMEHOW THOUGHT IT WAS HILARIOUS... 
ISN'T IT SAD THAT WE NEED SIGNS TO MAKE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND HOW SERIOUS THIS IS? 
THANKS FOR THE MORE "TOURISTY" PICTURES IN THE MIDDLE, THEY TOOK SOME OF THE TENSION AWAY. 
POSTED BY PAT IN FRANCE MARCH 6, 09 12:57 PM  

8. 
#28 IS ... TREMENDOUS. JUST A PERFECT PORTRAIT,  
POSTED BY WAM MARCH 6, 09 12:59 PM  

9. 
#28 IS A VERY STRONG PHOTO...RARELY YOU SEE A PERSON AND FOR THAT MATTER A KID DEVOID OF ANY EXPRESSION. 
POSTED BY ANKUR MARCH 6, 09 01:26 PM  

10. 
#19, BEG YOUR PARDON FOR OFFTOPIC, I GUESS THOSE ARE LADYBOYS, WOMEN ARE LOWER AND USUALLY LESS "HANDSOME" IN THERE. 
INTERESTING STORY, THANK YOU. 
 
POSTED BY VLADIMIR MARCH 6, 09 01:50 PM  

11. 
KHMER ROUGE KILLED 3MILLION PEOPLE BY HITTING HOE IN THEIR HEADS TO SAVE BULLETS 
YOU CAN SEE CRACKS ON THESE SKULL 
AS A VIETNAMESE I STILL WONDER THAT WHAT HAPPEN TO THIS POOR COUNTRY IF VN DIDN'T SAVE THEM FROM HELL 
POSTED BY FONK MARCH 6, 09 01:55 PM  

12. 
I HOPE HISTORY DOES NOT REPEAT ITSELF. COMMUNISM, AND IT'S UGLY COUSIN SOCIALISM IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MORE DEATHS, WITHOUT WAR, THAN ALL THE WORLD'S WARS PUT TOGETHER (ABOUT 150 MILLION DEATHS). RIGHT HERE ALMOST 2MIL PEOPLE WERE BUTCHERED, BECAUSE THEY WERE EDUCATED, HAD GLASSES ON, WORKED AS A THESPIAN ETC.. ANY OF THESE CHARACTERISTICS WERE A DEATH SENTENCE. EVEN IN 'NICE' COMMUNISM (CUBA, RUSSIA) YOU WILL BE SENT TO A 'REEDUCATION' CAMP IF YOU ARE AN ARTIST OR MAYBE YOU'RE GAY OR EVEN RELIGIOUS. -COMMUNISM IS DEATH- HTTP://WWW.DIGITALSURVIVORS.COM/ARCHIVES/COMMUNISTBODYCOUNT.PHP. 
POSTED BY TONYG LB-CA MARCH 6, 09 01:58 PM  

13. 
#28. WOW. BLACK AND WHITE. PERFECT  
POSTED BY JOSH CHAMPAGNE MARCH 6, 09 01:59 PM  
14. 
#10 YES, THANK THE GLORIOUS AND OPEN-MINDED VN FOR SAVING EVERYONE FROM POL POT'S SLIGHTLY MORE BRUTAL REGIME. 
POSTED BY MDMDPH MARCH 6, 09 02:19 PM  

15. 
VERY SAD AND UGLY. I CAN'T UNDERSTAND THE YEARS OF HELL THESE PEOPLE ENDURED. 
WHY HAS IT TAKEN 30 YEARS, FOR WHAT SEEM TO BE VERY IMPORTANT LEADERS OF THE KHMER ROUGE TO BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL. HAVE THEY HIDDEN THESELVES THAT LONG, THAT WELL, OR DO THEY STILL HAVE SUPPORTERS? OF COURSE, HOW ANYONE CAN SUPOORT SUCH EVIL IS BEYOND ME. THE EVIL SIDE OF HUMAN IS VERY, VERY, VERY UGLY AND SAD. 
POSTED BY BEAKER MARCH 6, 09 02:46 PM  

16. 
POWERFUL PHOTOGRAPHS SAD AND SOMEWHAT INSPIRING. I WISH THAT SOME DAY THESE KIND OF PICTURES WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE. BUT THERE IS A LONG PATH TO BE WALKED IF WE WANT TO WIPE OUT THIS KIND OF HUMAN SUFFERING FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 
POSTED BY CELSO MARCH 6, 09 03:03 PM  

17. 
SAD, 
BUT AGAIN...AMAZING PHOTOS 
POSTED BY KELVIN MARCH 6, 09 03:35 PM  

18. 
STUNNING PICTURES AS USUAL, THANK YOU. 
#28 SPARKED THE URGE TO PROTECT HER - FROM WHAT AND HOW, I DON'T KNOW. 
POSTED BY NORBERT MARCH 6, 09 03:36 PM  
19. 
VLADIMIR #10, THAT IS A WEDDING IN PHOTO 19, NOT "LADYBOYS". I PARTICIPATED IN A WEDDING IN CAMBODIA THIS PAST SUMMER AND A WEDDING IS EXACTLY WHAT THE PICTURE IS OF. YOU CAN TELL IT IS THE RECEPTION BY THE RED STRING TIED AROUND HER WRIST, SHOWING THAT THE WEDDING CEREMONY IS ALREADY COMPLETE. LADYBOYS WOULDN'T BE DRESSED IN WEDDING WEAR EITHER. 
BESIDES, CAMBODIAN WOMEN ARE AS "HANDSOME" AS ANY IN THE WORLD :) 
POSTED BY MAC MARCH 6, 09 03:40 PM  

20. 
AS A TOURIST IN CAMBODIA IN 2003, AND GOING TO THE KILLING FIELDS AND TUOL SLENG, THESE PHOTO'S BROUGHT BACK A LOT OF MEMORIES. 
THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE ARE SOME OF THE FRIENDLIEST IN ALL OF ASIA, DESPITE THE HELL THEY WENT THROUGH IN THE MID-LATE 1970'S. 
 
POSTED BY TRAVELLINGGUY MARCH 6, 09 03:50 PM  

21. 
TONYG LB-CA (RESPONDER # 12): EASY THERE PAINTING WITH SUCH A BROAD BRUSH THE US AND ITS FREE WORLD ALLIES INSISTED THAT THE MURDEROUS KHMER ROUGE WERE THE RIGHTFUL REPRESENTATIVES OF CAMBODIA EVEN AFTER THE KHMER ROUGE WERE OVERTHROWN IN 1979. THE US KEPT VETOING ALL ATTEMPTS BY THE HENG SAMRIN / HUN SEN GOVERNMENT TO CLAIM CAMBODIA'S SEAT IN THE UN. IT IS A SHAMEFUL EPISODE IN THE WEST'S COLD WAR THAT THE KHMER ROUGE ELITE LIKE KHIEU SAMPHAN AND IENG SARY CONTINUED TO LIVE IN LUXURY (AND IMPUNITY) IN NEW YORK FOR MORE THAN A DECADE AFTER BEING DRIVEN OUT. THE WORLD, AND CERTAINLY CAMBODIA, IS NOT BLACK AND WHITE. 
T 
THIS 
POSTED BY THATHS MARCH 6, 09 04:40 PM  
22. 
"KISSINGER WILL NOT BE IN THE DOCK IN PHOM PENH. HE IS ADVISING PRESIDENT OBAMA ON GEO-POLITICS." -- JOHN PILGER 
POSTED BY SWEEJAK MARCH 6, 09 04:58 PM  

23. 
GOD BLESS THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA.  
POSTED BY LEO MARCH 6, 09 05:37 PM  

24. 
I WONDER WHY NO ONE EVER STEPPED IN AND OVERTHROW THE KHMER REGIME WHEN ALL OF THIS HAPPENED. IS IT BECAUSE THEY POSED NO THREAT TO THE WEST AND/OR THE COUNTRY IS SO POOR THAT IT CAN'T BE EXPLOITED - SO WHY BOTHER? 
POSTED BY HT MARCH 6, 09 06:23 PM  

25. 
IT'S RIDICULOUS HOW THE HUMAN RACE IS SO CAPABLE OF SUCH ATROCITIES - IT'S JUST SICKENING. 
POSTED BY ANONYMOUS MARCH 6, 09 06:49 PM  

26. 
THE FORMER KHMER ROUGE LEADERS LOOK LIKE THEY'VE LED A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY LIFE SINCE THE END OF THEIR EVIL REIGN. I'M SURE THAT THERE'S A NICE AND TOASTY SPOT IN HELL FOR ALL OF THEM.... 
POSTED BY DAVID ORME MARCH 6, 09 07:48 PM  
27. 
THAT LINK TO THE *VISUALIZATION* FROM THE FIRST PARAGRAPH JUST BLOWS THE MIND. 
HTTP://CACHE.BOSTON.COM/UNIVERSAL/SITE_GRAPHICS/BLOGS/BIGPICTURE/CAMBODIA_03_06/1.400.000.HTML 
POSTED BY DUFFY MARCH 6, 09 09:32 PM  

28. 
FOR COMMENT #24: 
LOOK UP 'THE VIETNAM WAR' IN WIKIPEDIA FOR AN ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION. 
POSTED BY DUFFY MARCH 6, 09 09:37 PM  

29. 
#28 : IMPRESSIONNANT 
POSTED BY ASTY MARCH 6, 09 11:56 PM  

30. 
VERY INTERESTING 
POSTED BY HANKA MARCH 7, 09 06:37 AM  

31. 
@TONYG LB-CA MORON WHAT ARE YOU TALKING?  
COMMUNISM IS A POLITICAL PARTY JUST LIKE THE REST OF THE WORLD WHO HAVE DIFFERENT POLITICAL PARTIES.  
THE MURDER OF JEWS OF WWII?  
RWANDA? 
PHILIPPINES UNDER MARTIAL LAW? 
CONGO? 
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR? 
IRAQ? 
AND MUCH MORE, IS IT COMMUNISM? 
POINT IS REGARDLESS OF THE COUNTRY IT ALL DEPENDS ON THOSE LEADERS VIEWS,BELIEFS, POLITICAL AMBITIONS, CONFLICTING LOCAL AND FOREIGN POLICIES, NATIONS INTEREST, PERSONAL INTEREST AND ETC. IT IS NOT THE POLITICAL PARTY WHERE A CERTAIN LEADER IS AFFILIATED WITH. 
 
POSTED BY CONNELLY MARCH 7, 09 09:39 AM  

32. 
ONE OF MY COLLEGE CLASSMATES ESCAPED FROM CAMBODIA AS A YOUNG GIRL. SHE AND HER FAMILY WERE SENT AS FORCED LABOR TO THE RICE FIELDS AND THE GUARDS, SOME OF THEM CHILDREN THEMSELVES, OFTEN THREATENED TO KILL HER. THESE PICTURES REMIND ME OF HER BEAUTIFUL, RESILIENT SPIRIT.  
MAY CAMBODIA EMERGE STRONGER STILL, AS SHE DID, AND MAY THE WORLD REACT TO SUCH TRAGEDIES BEFORE, NOT LONG AFTER. IT'S TERRIBLE THAT AFTER EACH GENOCIDE, WE KEEP SAYING "NEVER AGAIN," BUT THEY KEEP HAPPENING. 
POSTED BY ANN MARCH 7, 09 10:17 AM  

33. 
IT WAS AS IF I WAS THERE THANK YOU MY EYES FILLED WITH TEARS AND MY HEART GOES OUT TO THEM ALL  
POSTED BY JUDY DEMENT MARCH 7, 09 10:58 AM  

34. 
BEAUTIFUL PHOTOS....#28 IS AMAZING GREAT JOB  
POSTED BY AMANDA S. MARCH 7, 09 11:24 AM  
35. 
AMAZING PHOTOS AND STORY, PEOPLE EVERWHERE SHOULD PROTECT ONE ANOTHER FROM THE ABUSE OF GOVERNMENT WHERE EVER THEY ARE. WE ARE THE WORLD. 
POSTED BY SURFACE MARCH 7, 09 02:22 PM  

36. 
#28: SHE IS CHALLENGING US. 
POSTED BY JUSTCORBLY MARCH 7, 09 06:46 PM  

37. 
SHOWS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN POWERFUL MEN BELIEVE THERE'S TOO MANY PEOPLE. HITLER SURE THOUGTH SO. MANY OTHERS.  
POSTED BY ARISTOPUS MARCH 7, 09 08:11 PM  

38. 
EVER NOTICE THAT IT'S ALWAYS THE "GOVERNMENT" THAT KILLS IT'S PEOPLE, AND NOT THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES? SEEMS LIKE AN EASY FIX.....EXCEPT FOR THOSE THAT LIVED THROUGH IT UNFORTUNATELY. THE SHELF LIFE OF DICTATORS AND BAD LEADERS SHOULD BE SHORTENED. POWER TO THE PEOPLE. 
POSTED BY R2D2 MARCH 8, 09 07:19 AM  

39. 
#28 THAT CAPTURES WHAT WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS. AMAZING JOB  
POSTED BY DONNA MARCH 8, 09 05:48 PM  
40. 
#13 IS JUST CHILLING...  
POSTED BY JEDB MARCH 8, 09 09:03 PM  

41. 
ITS SHOWING REALTY OF LIFE   
POSTED BY AJIT MARCH 9, 09 08:10 AM  

42. 
A GOVERNMENT WHICH ARRESTS PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH IT AND HOLD THEM WITHOUT A TRIAL. I WONDER IF DICK CHENEY KNOWS THAT THEY HAVE STOLEN ALL HIS IDEAS? 
POSTED BY PK MARCH 9, 09 01:09 PM  

43. 
TO #21. TO CALL THE U.S. OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY 'AT FAULT' FOR NOT ACTING AGAINST THE KR IS LIKE SAYING IT'S THE FAULT OF THE POLICE THAT SOMEONE WAS CAR JACKED. THE KR WAS BUSY WITH THEIR KILLING A YEAR OR TWO AFTER THE VIETNAM WAR (MORE COMMUNIST DEATH). DO YOU SUGGEST THAT AFTER LEAVING VIETNAM, THAT WE (THE U.S.) RETURN JUST A YEAR LATER TO CAMBODIA (ON THE BORDER WITH VIETNAM) TO BEGIN THE SAME WAR WE JUST LEFT? I’M SURE THE U.S. PUBLIC WOULD HAVE OBJECTED TO YOUR IDEA AT THE TIME. TO #31, YOU POINT OUT OTHER ATROCITIES, NOT COMMITTED BY FREE COUNTRIES, BUT THEN YOU ALSO POINT OUT THINGS LIKE THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR AND IRAQ, AS IF TO DECLARE FREEDOM JUST AS EVIL AS COMMUNISM. THESE ARE WARS, THERE ARE COMBATANTS THAT HAVE AGREED TO ENTER THE FIELD OF BATTLE AND MURDER EACH OTHER. THEY WEAR UNIFORMS AND DON’T INTENTIONALLY KILL CIVILIANS. PERHAPS YOU’RE SUGGESTING THAT WE SHOULD NOT HAVE HAD OUR CIVIL WAR, PERHAPS YOU THINK WE SHOULD STILL HAVE SLAVERY IN THE U.S.. PERHAPS IN YOUR RECOLLECTION, IRAQ DIDN’T INVADE THREE OF ITS NEIGHBORS AND GAS HUNDREDS OF CIVILIANS. SADDAM WAS A GREAT GUY IN YOUR MEMORY. THESE ARE WARS AND CANNOT BE EQUATED WITH THE MURDER OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS FOR THE SAKE OF KILLING THE INNOCENT CIVILIANS AND EMPOWERING THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT. THE DEATH OF ANY INNOCENTS DURING THE IRAQ WAS BY THE ALLIES WAS UNINTENTIONAL. THE DEATH I SPEAK OF WAS WITHOUT WAR OR ACCIDENT, IT WAS QUITE INTENTIONAL. THE KR AND ALL COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS KILL YOU WITHOUT TRIAL OR CRIME; THEY KILL YOU WHEN YOU ARE AT YOUR HOME WITH YOUR FAMILY. THERE IS NO WAR; THEY JUST KILL YOU BECAUSE THEY WANT TO CONTROL YOU AND EVERYONE ELSE. WHEN SOMEONE PRODUCES THE “THIS IS HOW MANY INNOCENT PEOPLE HAVE INTENTIONALLY BEEN KILLED BECAUSE OF FREEDOM” THEN I’LL BE QUIET. WE HAVE SUCH SHORT MEMORIES, JUST A YEAR OR TWO BEFORE THE KILLING FIELDS JANE FONDA WAS PARADING AROUND WITH THE COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAMESE TELLING US HOW GREAT COMMUNISM IS, AND NOW SHE’S BACK IN MOVIES AND MARRIED TO THE GUY WHO OWNS CNN. 
POSTED BY TONYG LB-CA MARCH 9, 09 04:56 PM  

44. 
AND SO MANY AMERICANS WONDER WHY "SOFT HEADED LIBERAL INTELLECTUALS" GET SO WOUND UP ABOUT PRISONS LIKE ABU GHARIB AND THE TORTURE OF "TERRORISTS".  
POSTED BY ANDREW MARCH 9, 09 06:15 PM  
45. 
TONYG LB-CA (RESPONSE # 43): YOU ARE RIGHT THAT THE KR KILLED TENS OF THOUSANDS IN THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE END OF THE VIETNAM WAR (I.E., APR 1975 - JAN 1979). IN 1979 THE VIETNAMESE TROOPS WITH KR DEFECTORS CROSSED THE BORDER INTO CAMBODIA AND OVERTHREW THE MURDEROUS KR. AT THIS POINT, KR BECAME A REBEL FORCE HOLDING TO LESS THAN 10% OF THE COUNTRY. I WAS POINTING TO THE FACT THAT AFTER 1979 THE US ACTIVELY SUPPORTED THE KR IN HOLDING ON TO THEIR SEAT IN THE UN. THE KR WERE A REBEL FORCE AND NOT IN POWER AT THIS TIME. AND I WAS NOT ADVOCATING FOR US TROOPS IN SE ASIA. I AM TALKING ABOUT IN THE CORRIDORS OF DIPLOMACY IN THE UNITED NATIONS. I REFER YOU TO 'AFTER THE WAR WAS OVER' AND 'BROTHER ENEMY' - TWO EXCELLENT BOOKS ON THE TOPIC. 
POSTED BY THATHS MARCH 9, 09 07:43 PM  

46. 
SO COMMUNISTS KILLED THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA AND COMMUNISTS FREED THEM FROM THEIR OWN HAND. WHO IS RIGHT, WHO IS WRONG? 
THINGS ARE NEVER CLEARLY BLACK AND WHITE. 
AS A SIDE, HOW MANY HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CAMBODIANS WERE KILLED DURING THE VIETNAM WAR'S "SECRET BOMBINGS"? THIS BARELY EVEN COMES UP AS A BLIP ON ANYONE'S RADAR. 
POSTED BY NT MARCH 10, 09 03:00 PM  

47. 
THANKS FOR THE PICTURES. GREAT VIEW ON THE TRIBUNAL. 
CAMBODIA STILL SUFFERS FROM THE TERRIBLE PAST, BUT THE YOUNG GENERATION IS LOOKING FORWARD. THERE'S A ATHMOSPHERE OF OPTIMISM, WHEN YOU TRAVEL THE COUNTRY. I HOPE THE POLITICAL SITUATION STAYS STABLE. 
POSTED BY H. WUPPKE MARCH 10, 09 06:26 PM  

48. 
"I TRY TO DO MY PART BY ADOPTING THE DAY1 PHILOSOPHY." 
NO OFFENSE, BUT IN A PHOTO POST DOCUMENTING THE TRIAL OF THE ALLEGED LEADERS OF THE "YEAR ZERO" KHMER ROUGE, YOUR COMMENT IS IN PRETTY BAD TASTE, IMO. 
POSTED BY MATT MARCH 11, 09 12:15 AM  

49. 
I LIVE IN VIETNAM AND HAVE VISITED CAMBODIA A COUPLE OF TIMES. THE COUNTRY IS STILL IN REALLY, REALLY BAD SHAPE. IT FEEL LIKE THE MODERNIZED WILD-WEST. 
AS FOR RESPONSIBILITY, THE US DOES SHARE BLAME. THEY CREATED A SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY THAT MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE KHMER ROUGE TO COME TO POWER. CHINA IS ALSO TO BLAME FOR BEFRIENDING AND SUPPLYING WEAPONS. THERE IS ENOUGH BLAME TO GO AROUND IN GENERAL. 
I AM NOT SURE I CAN BE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE COUNTRY'S FUTURE AT THE MOMENT. IT'S STARTING TO PRODUCE CRUDE OIL SO THAT COULD BE A PLUS BUT ALSO COULD GO WRONG. THE COUNTRY IS VERY FAR BEHIND THE REST OF THE WORLD AT THIS POINT. 
POSTED BY T.S. MARCH 11, 09 04:17 AM  
50. 
IN RESPONSE TO #18. THE BOOK, "THE ROAD OF LOST INNECENCE" BY SOMALY MAM IS A DEVASTATING ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENT-DAY TORTURE OF YOUNG WOMEN AND GIRLS, SOME AS YOUNG AS 5 YEARS OLD, AS A RESULT OF POVERTY, AND A HISTORY RIDDLED BY THE DEVALUATION OF HUMAN LIFE. THERE ARE HEROIC INDIVIDUALS WORKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF THOSE SO OPPRESSED IN CAMBODIA. IF WE WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE, WE COULD START HERE. 
"NOT FOR SALE" IS ANOTHER EXCELLENT DOCUMENTATION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING WITH MULTIPLE CONTACTS TO ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO MAKE A STRATEGIC DIFFERENCE. 
POSTED BY JENNY MARCH 12, 09 12:06 PM  

51. 
IT'S GOOD TO SEE A BIT OF JUSTICE FINALLY COME TO THE LONG-SUFFERING, BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA, MOST OF WHOM GRACIOUSLY GO ON WITH THEIR LIVES WITHOUT BITTERNESS OVER TRAGEDIES PAST. THE U.S. ALSO HAS MUCH BLOOD ON ITS HANDS, THANKS TO THE NIXON/KISSINGER SECRET BOMBINGS, WHICH INDISCRIMINATELY KILLED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CAMBODIAN VILLAGERS, AND PAVED THE WAY FOR THE KHMER ROUGE'S RISE TO POWER. 
THIS IS THE PERFECT TIME TO TRY TO ATONE FOR OUR ATROCITIES AND FIND WAYS TO HELP CAMBODIANS, WHO SO DESPERATELY NEED IT -- THROUGH DIRECT SUPPORT OF NGOS DOING GOOD IN CAMBODIAN COMMUNITIES, DESPITE THE INTIMIDATION AND CORRUPTION OF THE HUN SEN REGIME. 
HTTP://WWW.KHMERBEST.COM/NGO-IN-CAMBODIA/ 
POSTED BY GEOSAX MARCH 12, 09 09:49 PM  

52. 
I'M AFRAID THAT WE MAY BE CREATING A SITUATION IN PAKISTAN THAT WILL SOMEDAY BE AS HORRIBLE AS THE KR PERIOD IN CAMBODIA. OUR COUNTRY CONTINUES TO SEND DRONE GUIDED BOMBS INTO PAKISTAN EVEN THOUGH THEY OBJECT AND IT IS CAUSING MORE ANTI AMERICAN SENTIMENT. MY UNDERSTANDING WAS THE KR WENT INTO CAMBODIA AND TOPPLED THE GOVERNMENT AFTER WE INVADED AND FORCED THEM IN FROM THE BORDER. HOPE THAT THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT SECRETLY APPROVES OF THE DRONE ATTACKS. 
POSTED BY GEORGE KIRKBY MARCH 14, 09 06:44 PM  

53. 
AS A VISITOR TO CAMBODIA A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO, I WAS OVERWHELMED BY THE KINDNESS OF THE PEOPLE. THEY ARE OPEN, FRIENDLY, AND WILLING TO TALK ABOUT WHAT THEY'VE BEEN THROUGH. TRULY AMAZING GIVEN THE HISTORY OF THEIR COUNTRY. WHEN I GOT BACK I WAS SO TOUCHED I ORGANIZED A FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT THE MANY CHILDREN WHO UNFORTUNATELY HAVE NO PARENTS AND LIVE ON THE STREET.  
AS ALWAYS, PHENOMENAL IMAGES. THANKS FOR BRINGING AWARENESS TO A COUNTRY THAT DOESN'T GET MUCH MEDIA ATTENTION.  
POSTED BY TEHYA MARCH 21, 09 07:53 PM  

54. 
EUROPE, THIS IS WHAT REAL TORTURE LOOKS LIKE. NOT THE MAKE-BELIEVE ABU-GHRAIB CRAP YOU'VE TRIED TO SPOON FEED THE WORLD ON. AMERICA KEEPS BAILING YOU OUT OF YOUR TOTALITARIAN SOCIALIST UTOPIAN IDEOLOGY THAT MURDERED MILLIONS IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL SOCIALIST STATES.  
GOD BLESS AMERICA, HOME OF THE FREE. 
POSTED BY TODD MARCH 30, 09 09:39 AM  
55. 
I AM VIETNAMESE. DURING 80S, I WAS IN VIETNAM AND THEN IN JUNGLES OF THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER. TO THIS DAY, WITH MY OWN EXPERIENCES, THE WORLD IS FULL OF HYPOCRITICAL POWERS. ONLY THE POOR VIETNAMESE SAVED THE CAMBODIANS FROM THAT GENOCIDE. GOD BLESS CAMBODIAN PEOPLE. 
POSTED BY TCANADA APRIL 13, 09 11:45 AM  

56. 
CAMBODIAN PEOPLE ARE BEAUTIFUL. THE COUNTRY IS BEAUTIFUL, I WANT TO GO BACK. THE PEOPLE IN CAMBODIA ARE VERY POOR. FLYING INTO PHNOM PENH FROM BANKOK WAS A STARTLING DOSE OF REALITY FOR ME. I VISITED THE KILLING FIELDS. SO, SO SAD. ALTHOUGH I TRAVELED AROUND VARIOUS COUNTRIES IN THE AREA, CAMBODIA HAS STAYED WITH ME EVER SINCE. I HOPE THE BEST FOR THIS BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY AND IT'S PEOPLE. 
POSTED BY PEACE APRIL 17, 09 08:08 PM  

57. 
REVENGE IS THE HUMAN NATURAL THING...BUT FORGIVENESS IS AN UNNATURAL ACT, A DIVINE POWER GIVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO BE FREE FROM THE PAIN OF THE HEART AND SPIRIT. FORGIVING IS THE ONLY ATTITUDE JESUS TAUGHT IN THE LORD'S PRAYER BECAUSE ALL THINGS THAT SURROUNDS US MAKE US FEEL BAD...EVERYTHING THAT SURROUNDS US IS INJUSTICE. GOD GAVE US THE MEDICINE TO LIVE A LIFE FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF HATE AND ANGER, THAT IS TO FORGIVE. TO REVENGE BELONGS TO GOD. JUSTICE BELONGS TO GOD. IT MIGHT NOT BE TODAY, BUT THAT DAY WILL COME. HOW SMALL OR GREAT YOUR HURT-ACHES MAY BE, YOU ARE JUST 12 INCHES AWAY FROM IT- HEAD TO THE HEART, AND BE FREE  
FORGIVENESS AND GRACE ARE THE BEST ATTITUDES GOD TAUGHT. KARMA OF BUDDHISM TEACHES REVENGE THROUGH REINCARNATION... 
JUST TRY FORGIVENESS AND GRACE. IT WILL NEVER HURT YOU. IT WILL NEVER PULL YOU AWAY FROM YOUR LIFE. IT WILL NEVER COST YOU ANY CENT OR DOLLARS. 
IT WILL ONLY HEAL YOU EMOTIONALLY AND GIVE YOU A FRESH LIFE. 
I WENT THROUGH A LOT OF HATRED AS WELL (THOUGH A LITTLE DIFFERENT). BUT I TOO HAVE TO SUFFER ALL THE SLEEPNESS NIGHTS, THE REVENGEFUL FEELINGS, AND THE HATES... 
ACTUALLY IM NOT LIVING THE LIFE. 
TRY THIS: PUT NUMBER 1 ON LETTER A...GO ON THROUGH LETTER Z...THATS NUMBER 26 I THINK. 
WRITE ATTITUDE, THEN WRITE THE CORRESPONDING NUMBERS. IT WILL GIVE YOU THE TOTAL WE NEED TO LIVE FOR THIS LIFE. 
JUST FORGIVE, AS GOD FORGAVE US. 
POSTED BY DARCY GEM SABIDO APRIL 27, 09 06:47 AM  

58. 
STRONG IMAGES.  
AS SOME COMMENTERS NOTED EARLIER, ONE SAD THING IS THAT THE USA THROUGH ITS ACTIONS THERE INDEED PAVED THE WAY FOR THE KHMER ROUGE. 
UNFORTUNATELY NOBODY SEEMS TO LEARN _ANYTHING AT ALL_ FROM THIS, AS THE DECLARED AND UNDECLARED WARS CURRENTLY ONGOING SHOW ALL TO CLEAR. 
ONE THING I WANT TO MAKE NOTE OF THAT THIS WAS NOT GENOCIDE, SINCE NO PARTICULAR RACE WAS TARGETED. I'M UNSURE WHAT TO MAKE OF THE FACT THAT MANKIND IS OBVIOUSLY CAPABLE OF DOING SUCH UNTHINKABLE THINGS , BUT THEN FAILS TO FIND AN OWN NAME FOR THEM.  
POSTED BY TORSTEN SCHMIDT MAY 21, 09 07:39 AM  

59. 
I AM SO SAD WHEN I SEE ALL THIS PICTURE .I WISH CAMBODIA TO BECOME GRATE COUNTRY SOON. 
POSTED BY PINKY PANNY AUGUST 21, 09 12:58 AM  
60. 
I AM JASMINE WILSON AND I AM HERE TO COMMENT ABOUT THE WARS IT HAS BEEN A CRAZY THOUGHT HAVING THAT HAPPEN TO US.THIS HAS CAPTURED MANY LIVES. 
POSTED BY JASMINE WILSON SEPTEMBER 3, 09 08:37 PM  
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Yahoo Buzz 
SHARETHIS 
Cambodia and its War Tribunal 
Last month, Cambodia began a trial for crimes against humanity that took place three decades earlier. The U.N.-backed tribunal has indicted and is now trying five former Khmer Rouge officials for crimes against humanity and war crimes during the years of 1975-79. In that short span, while the Khmer Rouge was in power, an estimated 1.4 million Cambodians died (possibly up to 2 million) due to Khmer policies, which included forced labor, outright executions, starvation, and torture - for an idea of the magnitude, click here for a visualization. All these acts were part of the Khmer Rouge's disastrous effort to dismantle their society and build a communist utopia. Now, 30 years later, Cambodia is still recovering - a young country, with over 50% of the population younger than 25, millions of leftover land mines, extreme poverty and a still-rebuilding agricultural system. Collected here are some recent photos from Cambodia, its people, the tribunal and more. Special thanks to my friend Alicia Conway, currently in Phnom Penh. (28 photos total) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
Chum Manh, 78, one of the 14 Khmer Rouge prisoners who survived the S-21 torture center (now the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum), shows his group photo in the museum in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on January 31, 2009. The U.N.-backed Khmer Rouge tribunal recently opened its first trial where 66-year-old Duch, also known as Kaing Guek Eav, faces charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, torture and homicide while he ran the S-21 torture centre. (REUTERS/Chor Sokunthea)  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

2 
Skulls of victims are piled up on display at the Choeung Ek memorial stupa south of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 10, 2009, marking the "killing fields" where the ruling Khmer Rouge executed thousands of people between 1975 and 1979. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

3 
Former Khmer Rouge prison commander, 66-year-old Duch, whose real name is Kaing Guek Eav, under guard at the opening of his trial before the Extraordinary Chamber in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) in Phnom Penh. Cambodia on February 17, 2009. He faces charges of crimes against humanity over his iron-fisted rule at Tuol Sleng prison, where he is accused of presiding over the deaths of at least 15,000 men, women and children. (ADREES LATIF/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

4 
Cambodian Sao Phen prepares bones of victims of the Khmer Rouge inside a stupa in Kandal province, some 50 kilometers south of Phnom Penh on January 30, 2009. (TANG CHHIN SOTHY/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

5 
A "no laughing" sign sets the tone at Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh, a former high school that became the Security Prison 21 (S-21) under the Khmer Rouge. Photo taken February 8th, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

6 
A Cambodian survivor of Security Prison 21 (S-21), lies next to a bed as he demonstrates the wearing of shackles around his ankles at Tuol Sleng genocide museum in Phnom Penh on February 5, 2009. (TANG CHHIN SOTHY/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

7 
A visitor sits on bench after visiting torture rooms of the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, also known as the notorious Security Prison 21, in the center of Phnom Penh on February 16, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif (CAMBODIA) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

8 
This combination photo shows undated file pictures of the five former top members of Cambodia's notorious Khmer Rouge due to be tried by a U.N.-backed tribunal. Kang Kek Ieu (top l), known as "Duch', was former director of the Tuol Sleng torture center; former deputy and "Brother Number Two" Nuon Chea (top center); former prime minister Khieu Samphan (top r); former foreign minister Ieng Sary (bottom l) and his wife Ieng Thirith (bottom r), who served as social affairs minister for the Khmer Rouge. (AFP/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

9 
Cambodians look on during the first day of a U.N.-backed tribunal Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2009, inside the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Kaing Guek Eav, who headed the S-21 prison in Phnom Penh, went before Cambodia's genocide tribunal Tuesday for its first trial over the deaths of an estimated 1.7 million people at the hands of the Khmer Rouge regime more than three decades ago. (AP Photo/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

10 
Cambodians gather Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2009, outside the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia as the first day of a U.N.-backed tribunal was set to get underway. (AP Photo/David Longstreath) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

11 
Ieng Thirith, center, a former Khmer Rouge social affairs minister and wife of its foreign minister Ieng Sary, sits next to securities personnel during a hearing at the U.N.-backed genocide tribunal in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2009. The former female minister of the Khmer Rouge regime shows her second appeal Tuesday for release from pre-trial detention by Cambodia's genocide tribunal where she is being held on charges of crimes against humanity. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

12 
Former Khmer Rouge leader and head of state Khieu Samphan sits in the dock during his 4th pre-trial chamber public hearing at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia on the outskirts of Phnom Penh February 27, 2009. Kieu Samphan is charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity. (REUTERS/Tang Chhin Sothy/Pool) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

13 
This file photo taken on April 18, 1998 shows opened mass graves at the Choeung Ek "Killing Fields" near the capital Phnom Penh where intellectuals who were tortured and interrogated at Toul Sleng prison were brought and killed by the Khmer Rouge. (MANUEL CENETA/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

14 
Norng Chan Phal, who survived the Khmer Rouge genocide torture centre S-21 as a child in 1979, weeps during a news conference held with former Vietnamese soldier and combat photographer Ho Van Tay (right), who filmed S-21 as his troops chased Pol Pot's rebels from Phnom Penh in 1979, and who rescued Norng from S-21 as well, in Phnom Penh February 16, 2009. (REUTERS/Chor Sokunthea) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

15 
A woman rides her bike past temples upon hilltops near Udong, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 15, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

16 
A Cambodian farmer waters his vegetables outside of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Monday, March 2, 2009. Cambodia remains an agricultural country with 80 percent of its population working as rural farmers. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

17 
The moon is seen at sunset as locals gather near the bank of the banks of the Tonle Sap river in Phnom Penh on February 9, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

18 
A Khmer woman wearing a traditional scarf called a Kroma sits outside her home in Taches village on the outskirts of Phnom Penh on February 13, 2009. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

19 
A bride stands on the roadside as she welcomes guests to her reception near Udogn, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 15, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

20 
A woman puts the finishing touches on a sculpture in downtown Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Photo taken February 7th, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

21 
Cambodian soldiers search for landmines on the outskirts of Pailin, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold, in western Cambodia's Battambang province February 13, 2009. A landmine exploded nearby a day earlier, killing a family of three, locals said. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

22 
Unexploded ordinance sits displayed near a land-mine field outside of Cambodia's western city of Battambang on February 12, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

23 
A disabled man exercises on February 18, 2009 at the Kien Khleang Physical Rehabilitation center that treats victims of landmines and road accidents outside Phnom Penh. Cambodia's civil war ended in 1998, but millions of mines still litter the country in the aftermath of three decades of fighting. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

24 
Farmer Som Boo sprays insecticide on his rice field in Reang Kesei, located in Cambodia's western Battambang province February 10, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

25 
A Cambodian Buddhist monk offers prayers at sacred tree in Phnom Penh Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009. (AP Photo/David Longstreath) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

26 
A boy picks fruit from a tree as smoke rises from burning fields in Pailin, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold, in western Cambodia's Battambang province February 13, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

27 
An older Cambodian woman looks on during the funeral of a former Khmer Rouge leader in Anlong Veng, Cambodia, Saturday, July 22, 2006. (David Longstreath/AP) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

28 
A young seller of handmade silk scarves on Koh Dach, Cambodia's "Silk Island", about 15k north of Phnom Penh on the Mekong River. Photo taken February 1st, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  
 
 
More links and information 
My Savior, Their Killer - NYTimes Op-Ed by François Bizot 2/16 
Trial unlikely to heal Cambodia's wounds - AFP 2/11  
Cambodia - NYTimes.com Topics page 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia - Official site  
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia - U.N. Tribunal, Wikipedia entry 
Cambodian genocide - Wikipedia entry 
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60 comments so far...  
1. 
REALLY STRONG EXPRESSIONS ON THOSE PEOPLE'S FACES. SEEING THOSE PICTURES FROM THE PRISON REMINDS ME OF SOME OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS, REALLY HORRIBLE. 
POSTED BY CARL JOHANR MARCH 6, 09 12:11 PM  

2. 
MOVING IMAGES AND A STORY THAT WE SHOULD ALL TAKE NOTE OF. NEARLY 30 YEARS AGO, AS A YOUNG CHILD, I WAS THE FIRST TO WELCOME AND GUIDE A CAMBODIAN IMMIGRANT THROUGH HIS FIRST DAY OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. IT IS AMAZING NOW TO SEE THE HISTORY OF WHAT HE WAS FLEEING. WE ARE FAIRLY INSULATED IN THE US, BUT NEED TO KEEP GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE, CONTINUING TO UPLIFT PEOPLE HERE AND ABROAD. I TRY TO DO MY PART BY ADOPTING THE DAY1 PHILOSOPHY. EVERY DAY CAN BE A NEW DAY. 
POSTED BY BMCD MARCH 6, 09 12:25 PM  

3. 
AMAZING PICTURES  
POSTED BY JP MARCH 6, 09 12:50 PM  

4. 
#2 IS REALLY DISTURBING... 
POSTED BY RYAN MARCH 6, 09 12:50 PM  

5. 
#28 - AMAZING LOOK 
POSTED BY PAWEL MARCH 6, 09 12:52 PM  
6. 
[ GREAT PICS AS USUAL ] 
POSTED BY STARBUCK MARCH 6, 09 12:56 PM  

7. 
I WISH THEY HAD A "NO LAUGHING" SIGN AT DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP. WHEN I WENT THERE IN AUGUST, A GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE SOMEHOW THOUGHT IT WAS HILARIOUS... 
ISN'T IT SAD THAT WE NEED SIGNS TO MAKE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND HOW SERIOUS THIS IS? 
THANKS FOR THE MORE "TOURISTY" PICTURES IN THE MIDDLE, THEY TOOK SOME OF THE TENSION AWAY. 
POSTED BY PAT IN FRANCE MARCH 6, 09 12:57 PM  

8. 
#28 IS ... TREMENDOUS. JUST A PERFECT PORTRAIT,  
POSTED BY WAM MARCH 6, 09 12:59 PM  

9. 
#28 IS A VERY STRONG PHOTO...RARELY YOU SEE A PERSON AND FOR THAT MATTER A KID DEVOID OF ANY EXPRESSION. 
POSTED BY ANKUR MARCH 6, 09 01:26 PM  

10. 
#19, BEG YOUR PARDON FOR OFFTOPIC, I GUESS THOSE ARE LADYBOYS, WOMEN ARE LOWER AND USUALLY LESS "HANDSOME" IN THERE. 
INTERESTING STORY, THANK YOU. 
 
POSTED BY VLADIMIR MARCH 6, 09 01:50 PM  

11. 
KHMER ROUGE KILLED 3MILLION PEOPLE BY HITTING HOE IN THEIR HEADS TO SAVE BULLETS 
YOU CAN SEE CRACKS ON THESE SKULL 
AS A VIETNAMESE I STILL WONDER THAT WHAT HAPPEN TO THIS POOR COUNTRY IF VN DIDN'T SAVE THEM FROM HELL 
POSTED BY FONK MARCH 6, 09 01:55 PM  

12. 
I HOPE HISTORY DOES NOT REPEAT ITSELF. COMMUNISM, AND IT'S UGLY COUSIN SOCIALISM IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MORE DEATHS, WITHOUT WAR, THAN ALL THE WORLD'S WARS PUT TOGETHER (ABOUT 150 MILLION DEATHS). RIGHT HERE ALMOST 2MIL PEOPLE WERE BUTCHERED, BECAUSE THEY WERE EDUCATED, HAD GLASSES ON, WORKED AS A THESPIAN ETC.. ANY OF THESE CHARACTERISTICS WERE A DEATH SENTENCE. EVEN IN 'NICE' COMMUNISM (CUBA, RUSSIA) YOU WILL BE SENT TO A 'REEDUCATION' CAMP IF YOU ARE AN ARTIST OR MAYBE YOU'RE GAY OR EVEN RELIGIOUS. -COMMUNISM IS DEATH- HTTP://WWW.DIGITALSURVIVORS.COM/ARCHIVES/COMMUNISTBODYCOUNT.PHP. 
POSTED BY TONYG LB-CA MARCH 6, 09 01:58 PM  

13. 
#28. WOW. BLACK AND WHITE. PERFECT  
POSTED BY JOSH CHAMPAGNE MARCH 6, 09 01:59 PM  
14. 
#10 YES, THANK THE GLORIOUS AND OPEN-MINDED VN FOR SAVING EVERYONE FROM POL POT'S SLIGHTLY MORE BRUTAL REGIME. 
POSTED BY MDMDPH MARCH 6, 09 02:19 PM  

15. 
VERY SAD AND UGLY. I CAN'T UNDERSTAND THE YEARS OF HELL THESE PEOPLE ENDURED. 
WHY HAS IT TAKEN 30 YEARS, FOR WHAT SEEM TO BE VERY IMPORTANT LEADERS OF THE KHMER ROUGE TO BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL. HAVE THEY HIDDEN THESELVES THAT LONG, THAT WELL, OR DO THEY STILL HAVE SUPPORTERS? OF COURSE, HOW ANYONE CAN SUPOORT SUCH EVIL IS BEYOND ME. THE EVIL SIDE OF HUMAN IS VERY, VERY, VERY UGLY AND SAD. 
POSTED BY BEAKER MARCH 6, 09 02:46 PM  

16. 
POWERFUL PHOTOGRAPHS SAD AND SOMEWHAT INSPIRING. I WISH THAT SOME DAY THESE KIND OF PICTURES WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE. BUT THERE IS A LONG PATH TO BE WALKED IF WE WANT TO WIPE OUT THIS KIND OF HUMAN SUFFERING FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 
POSTED BY CELSO MARCH 6, 09 03:03 PM  

17. 
SAD, 
BUT AGAIN...AMAZING PHOTOS 
POSTED BY KELVIN MARCH 6, 09 03:35 PM  

18. 
STUNNING PICTURES AS USUAL, THANK YOU. 
#28 SPARKED THE URGE TO PROTECT HER - FROM WHAT AND HOW, I DON'T KNOW. 
POSTED BY NORBERT MARCH 6, 09 03:36 PM  
19. 
VLADIMIR #10, THAT IS A WEDDING IN PHOTO 19, NOT "LADYBOYS". I PARTICIPATED IN A WEDDING IN CAMBODIA THIS PAST SUMMER AND A WEDDING IS EXACTLY WHAT THE PICTURE IS OF. YOU CAN TELL IT IS THE RECEPTION BY THE RED STRING TIED AROUND HER WRIST, SHOWING THAT THE WEDDING CEREMONY IS ALREADY COMPLETE. LADYBOYS WOULDN'T BE DRESSED IN WEDDING WEAR EITHER. 
BESIDES, CAMBODIAN WOMEN ARE AS "HANDSOME" AS ANY IN THE WORLD :) 
POSTED BY MAC MARCH 6, 09 03:40 PM  

20. 
AS A TOURIST IN CAMBODIA IN 2003, AND GOING TO THE KILLING FIELDS AND TUOL SLENG, THESE PHOTO'S BROUGHT BACK A LOT OF MEMORIES. 
THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE ARE SOME OF THE FRIENDLIEST IN ALL OF ASIA, DESPITE THE HELL THEY WENT THROUGH IN THE MID-LATE 1970'S. 
 
POSTED BY TRAVELLINGGUY MARCH 6, 09 03:50 PM  

21. 
TONYG LB-CA (RESPONDER # 12): EASY THERE PAINTING WITH SUCH A BROAD BRUSH THE US AND ITS FREE WORLD ALLIES INSISTED THAT THE MURDEROUS KHMER ROUGE WERE THE RIGHTFUL REPRESENTATIVES OF CAMBODIA EVEN AFTER THE KHMER ROUGE WERE OVERTHROWN IN 1979. THE US KEPT VETOING ALL ATTEMPTS BY THE HENG SAMRIN / HUN SEN GOVERNMENT TO CLAIM CAMBODIA'S SEAT IN THE UN. IT IS A SHAMEFUL EPISODE IN THE WEST'S COLD WAR THAT THE KHMER ROUGE ELITE LIKE KHIEU SAMPHAN AND IENG SARY CONTINUED TO LIVE IN LUXURY (AND IMPUNITY) IN NEW YORK FOR MORE THAN A DECADE AFTER BEING DRIVEN OUT. THE WORLD, AND CERTAINLY CAMBODIA, IS NOT BLACK AND WHITE. 
T 
THIS 
POSTED BY THATHS MARCH 6, 09 04:40 PM  
22. 
"KISSINGER WILL NOT BE IN THE DOCK IN PHOM PENH. HE IS ADVISING PRESIDENT OBAMA ON GEO-POLITICS." -- JOHN PILGER 
POSTED BY SWEEJAK MARCH 6, 09 04:58 PM  

23. 
GOD BLESS THERCH 8, 09 07:19 AM  

39. 
#28 THAT CAPTURES WHAT WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS. AMAZING JOB  
POSTED BY DONNA MARCH 8, 09 05:48 PM  

40. 
#13 IS JUST CHILLING...  
POSTED BY JEDB MARCH 8, 09 09:03 PM  

41. 
ITS SHOWING REALTY OF LIFE   
POSTED BY AJIT MARCH 9, 09 08:10 AM  

42. 
A GOVERNMENT WHICH ARRESTS PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH IT AND HOLD THEM WITHOUT A TRIAL. I WONDER IF DICK CHENEY KNOWS THAT THEY HAVE STOLEN ALL HIS IDEAS? 
POSTED BY PK MARCH 9, 09 01:09 PM  
43. 
TO #21. TO CALL THE U.S. OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY 'AT FAULT' FOR NOT ACTING AGAINST THE KR IS LIKE SAYING IT'S THE FAULT OF THE POLICE THAT SOMEONE WAS CAR JACKED. THE KR WAS BUSY WITH THEIR KILLING A YEAR OR TWO AFTER THE VIETNAM WAR (MORE COMMUNIST DEATH). DO YOU SUGGEST THAT AFTER LEAVING VIETNAM, THAT WE (THE U.S.) RETURN JUST A YEAR LATER TO CAMBODIA (ON THE BORDER WITH VIETNAM) TO BEGIN THE SAME WAR WE JUST LEFT? I’M SURE THE U.S. PUBLIC WOULD HAVE OBJECTED TO YOUR IDEA AT THE TIME. TO #31, YOU POINT OUT OTHER ATROCITIES, NOT COMMITTED BY FREE COUNTRIES, BUT THEN YOU ALSO POINT OUT THINGS LIKE THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR AND IRAQ, AS IF TO DECLARE FREEDOM JUST AS EVIL AS COMMUNISM. THESE ARE WARS, THERE ARE COMBATANTS THAT HAVE AGREED TO ENTER THE FIELD OF BATTLE AND MURDER EACH OTHER. THEY WEAR UNIFORMS AND DON’T INTENTIONALLY KILL CIVILIANS. PERHAPS YOU’RE SUGGESTING THAT WE SHOULD NOT HAVE HAD OUR CIVIL WAR, PERHAPS YOU THINK WE SHOULD STILL HAVE SLAVERY IN THE U.S.. PERHAPS IN YOUR RECOLLECTION, IRAQ DIDN’T INVADE THREE OF ITS NEIGHBORS AND GAS HUNDREDS OF CIVILIANS. SADDAM WAS A GREAT GUY IN YOUR MEMORY. THESE ARE WARS AND CANNOT BE EQUATED WITH THE MURDER OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS FOR THE SAKE OF KILLING THE INNOCENT CIVILIANS AND EMPOWERING THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT. THE DEATH OF ANY INNOCENTS DURING THE IRAQ WAS BY THE ALLIES WAS UNINTENTIONAL. THE DEATH I SPEAK OF WAS WITHOUT WAR OR ACCIDENT, IT WAS QUITE INTENTIONAL. THE KR AND ALL COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS KILL YOU WITHOUT TRIAL OR CRIME; THEY KILL YOU WHEN YOU ARE AT YOUR HOME WITH YOUR FAMILY. THERE IS NO WAR; THEY JUST KILL YOU BECAUSE THEY WANT TO CONTROL YOU AND EVERYONE ELSE. WHEN SOMEONE PRODUCES THE “THIS IS HOW MANY INNOCENT PEOPLE HAVE INTENTIONALLY BEEN KILLED BECAUSE OF FREEDOM” THEN I’LL BE QUIET. WE HAVE SUCH SHORT MEMORIES, JUST A YEAR OR TWO BEFORE THE KILLING FIELDS JANE FONDA WAS PARADING AROUND WITH THE COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAMESE TELLING US HOW GREAT COMMUNISM IS, AND NOW SHE’S BACK IN MOVIES AND MARRIED TO THE GUY WHO OWNS CNN. 
POSTED BY TONYG LB-CA MARCH 9, 09 04:56 PM  

44. 
AND SO MANY AMERICANS WONDER WHY "SOFT HEADED LIBERAL INTELLECTUALS" GET SO WOUND UP ABOUT PRISONS LIKE ABU GHARIB AND THE TORTURE OF "TERRORISTS".  
POSTED BY ANDREW MARCH 9, 09 06:15 PM  

45. 
TONYG LB-CA (RESPONSE # 43): YOU ARE RIGHT THAT THE KR KILLED TENS OF THOUSANDS IN THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE END OF THE VIETNAM WAR (I.E., APR 1975 - JAN 1979). IN 1979 THE VIETNAMESE TROOPS WITH KR DEFECTORS CROSSED THE BORDER INTO CAMBODIA AND OVERTHREW THE MURDEROUS KR. AT THIS POINT, KR BECAME A REBEL FORCE HOLDING TO LESS THAN 10% OF THE COUNTRY. I WAS POINTING TO THE FACT THAT AFTER 1979 THE US ACTIVELY SUPPORTED THE KR IN HOLDING ON TO THEIR SEAT IN THE UN. THE KR WERE A REBEL FORCE AND NOT IN POWER AT THIS TIME. AND I WAS NOT ADVOCATING FOR US TROOPS IN SE ASIA. I AM TALKING ABOUT IN THE CORRIDORS OF DIPLOMACY IN THE UNITED NATIONS. I REFER YOU TO 'AFTER THE WAR WAS OVER' AND 'BROTHER ENEMY' - TWO EXCELLENT BOOKS ON THE TOPIC. 
POSTED BY THATHS MARCH 9, 09 07:43 PM  

46. 
SO COMMUNISTS KILLED THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA AND COMMUNISTS FREED THEM FROM THEIR OWN HAND. WHO IS RIGHT, WHO IS WRONG? 
THINGS ARE NEVER CLEARLY BLACK AND WHITE. 
AS A SIDE, HOW MANY HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CAMBODIANS WERE KILLED DURING THE VIETNAM WAR'S "SECRET BOMBINGS"? THIS BARELY EVEN COMES UP AS A BLIP ON ANYONE'S RADAR. 
POSTED BY NT MARCH 10, 09 03:00 PM  

47. 
THANKS FOR THE PICTURES. GREAT VIEW ON THE TRIBUNAL. 
CAMBODIA STILL SUFFERS FROM THE TERRIBLE PAST, BUT THE YOUNG GENERATION IS LOOKING FORWARD. THERE'S A ATHMOSPHERE OF OPTIMISM, WHEN YOU TRAVEL THE COUNTRY. I HOPE THE POLITICAL SITUATION STAYS STABLE. 
POSTED BY H. WUPPKE MARCH 10, 09 06:26 PM  
48. 
"I TRY TO DO MY PART BY ADOPTING THE DAY1 PHILOSOPHY." 
NO OFFENSE, BUT IN A PHOTO POST DOCUMENTING THE TRIAL OF THE ALLEGED LEADERS OF THE "YEAR ZERO" KHMER ROUGE, YOUR COMMENT IS IN PRETTY BAD TASTE, IMO. 
POSTED BY MATT MARCH 11, 09 12:15 AM  

49. 
I LIVE IN VIETNAM AND HAVE VISITED CAMBODIA A COUPLE OF TIMES. THE COUNTRY IS STILL IN REALLY, REALLY BAD SHAPE. IT FEEL LIKE THE MODERNIZED WILD-WEST. 
AS FOR RESPONSIBILITY, THE US DOES SHARE BLAME. THEY CREATED A SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY THAT MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE KHMER ROUGE TO COME TO POWER. CHINA IS ALSO TO BLAME FOR BEFRIENDING AND SUPPLYING WEAPONS. THERE IS ENOUGH BLAME TO GO AROUND IN GENERAL. 
I AM NOT SURE I CAN BE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE COUNTRY'S FUTURE AT THE MOMENT. IT'S STARTING TO PRODUCE CRUDE OIL SO THAT COULD BE A PLUS BUT ALSO COULD GO WRONG. THE COUNTRY IS VERY FAR BEHIND THE REST OF THE WORLD AT THIS POINT. 
POSTED BY T.S. MARCH 11, 09 04:17 AM  

50. 
IN RESPONSE TO #18. THE BOOK, "THE ROAD OF LOST INNECENCE" BY SOMALY MAM IS A DEVASTATING ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENT-DAY TORTURE OF YOUNG WOMEN AND GIRLS, SOME AS YOUNG AS 5 YEARS OLD, AS A RESULT OF POVERTY, AND A HISTORY RIDDLED BY THE DEVALUATION OF HUMAN LIFE. THERE ARE HEROIC INDIVIDUALS WORKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF THOSE SO OPPRESSED IN CAMBODIA. IF WE WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE, WE COULD START HERE. 
"NOT FOR SALE" IS ANOTHER EXCELLENT DOCUMENTATION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING WITH MULTIPLE CONTACTS TO ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO MAKE A STRATEGIC DIFFERENCE. 
POSTED BY JENNY MARCH 12, 09 12:06 PM  

51. 
IT'S GOOD TO SEE A BIT OF JUSTICE FINALLY COME TO THE LONG-SUFFERING, BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA, MOST OF WHOM GRACIOUSLY GO ON WITH THEIR LIVES WITHOUT BITTERNESS OVER TRAGEDIES PAST. THE U.S. ALSO HAS MUCH BLOOD ON ITS HANDS, THANKS TO THE NIXON/KISSINGER SECRET BOMBINGS, WHICH INDISCRIMINATELY KILLED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CAMBODIAN VILLAGERS, AND PAVED THE WAY FOR THE KHMER ROUGE'S RISE TO POWER. 
THIS IS THE PERFECT TIME TO TRY TO ATONE FOR OUR ATROCITIES AND FIND WAYS TO HELP CAMBODIANS, WHO SO DESPERATELY NEED IT -- THROUGH DIRECT SUPPORT OF NGOS DOING GOOD IN CAMBODIAN COMMUNITIES, DESPITE THE INTIMIDATION AND CORRUPTION OF THE HUN SEN REGIME. 
HTTP://WWW.KHMERBEST.COM/NGO-IN-CAMBODIA/ 
POSTED BY GEOSAX MARCH 12, 09 09:49 PM  

52. 
I'M AFRAID THAT WE MAY BE CREATING A SITUATION IN PAKISTAN THAT WILL SOMEDAY BE AS HORRIBLE AS THE KR PERIOD IN CAMBODIA. OUR COUNTRY CONTINUES TO SEND DRONE GUIDED BOMBS INTO PAKISTAN EVEN THOUGH THEY OBJECT AND IT IS CAUSING MORE ANTI AMERICAN SENTIMENT. MY UNDERSTANDING WAS THE KR WENT INTO CAMBODIA AND TOPPLED THE GOVERNMENT AFTER WE INVADED AND FORCED THEM IN FROM THE BORDER. HOPE THAT THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT SECRETLY APPROVES OF THE DRONE ATTACKS. 
POSTED BY GEORGE KIRKBY MARCH 14, 09 06:44 PM  
53. 
AS A VISITOR TO CAMBODIA A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO, I WAS OVERWHELMED BY THE KINDNESS OF THE PEOPLE. THEY ARE OPEN, FRIENDLY, AND WILLING TO TALK ABOUT WHAT THEY'VE BEEN THROUGH. TRULY AMAZING GIVEN THE HISTORY OF THEIR COUNTRY. WHEN I GOT BACK I WAS SO TOUCHED I ORGANIZED A FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT THE MANY CHILDREN WHO UNFORTUNATELY HAVE NO PARENTS AND LIVE ON THE STREET.  
AS ALWAYS, PHENOMENAL IMAGES. THANKS FOR BRINGING AWARENESS TO A COUNTRY THAT DOESN'T GET MUCH MEDIA ATTENTION.  
POSTED BY TEHYA MARCH 21, 09 07:53 PM  

54. 
EUROPE, THIS IS WHAT REAL TORTURE LOOKS LIKE. NOT THE MAKE-BELIEVE ABU-GHRAIB CRAP YOU'VE TRIED TO SPOON FEED THE WORLD ON. AMERICA KEEPS BAILING YOU OUT OF YOUR TOTALITARIAN SOCIALIST UTOPIAN IDEOLOGY THAT MURDERED MILLIONS IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL SOCIALIST STATES.  
GOD BLESS AMERICA, HOME OF THE FREE. 
POSTED BY TODD MARCH 30, 09 09:39 AM  

55. 
I AM VIETNAMESE. DURING 80S, I WAS IN VIETNAM AND THEN IN JUNGLES OF THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER. TO THIS DAY, WITH MY OWN EXPERIENCES, THE WORLD IS FULL OF HYPOCRITICAL POWERS. ONLY THE POOR VIETNAMESE SAVED THE CAMBODIANS FROM THAT GENOCIDE. GOD BLESS CAMBODIAN PEOPLE. 
POSTED BY TCANADA APRIL 13, 09 11:45 AM  

56. 
CAMBODIAN PEOPLE ARE BEAUTIFUL. THE COUNTRY IS BEAUTIFUL, I WANT TO GO BACK. THE PEOPLE IN CAMBODIA ARE VERY POOR. FLYING INTO PHNOM PENH FROM BANKOK WAS A STARTLING DOSE OF REALITY FOR ME. I VISITED THE KILLING FIELDS. SO, SO SAD. ALTHOUGH I TRAVELED AROUND VARIOUS COUNTRIES IN THE AREA, CAMBODIA HAS STAYED WITH ME EVER SINCE. I HOPE THE BEST FOR THIS BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY AND IT'S PEOPLE. 
POSTED BY PEACE APRIL 17, 09 08:08 PM  

57. 
REVENGE IS THE HUMAN NATURAL THING...BUT FORGIVENESS IS AN UNNATURAL ACT, A DIVINE POWER GIVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO BE FREE FROM THE PAIN OF THE HEART AND SPIRIT. FORGIVING IS THE ONLY ATTITUDE JESUS TAUGHT IN THE LORD'S PRAYER BECAUSE ALL THINGS THAT SURROUNDS US MAKE US FEEL BAD...EVERYTHING THAT SURROUNDS US IS INJUSTICE. GOD GAVE US THE MEDICINE TO LIVE A LIFE FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF HATE AND ANGER, THAT IS TO FORGIVE. TO REVENGE BELONGS TO GOD. JUSTICE BELONGS TO GOD. IT MIGHT NOT BE TODAY, BUT THAT DAY WILL COME. HOW SMALL OR GREAT YOUR HURT-ACHES MAY BE, YOU ARE JUST 12 INCHES AWAY FROM IT- HEAD TO THE HEART, AND BE FREE  
FORGIVENESS AND GRACE ARE THE BEST ATTITUDES GOD TAUGHT. KARMA OF BUDDHISM TEACHES REVENGE THROUGH REINCARNATION... 
JUST TRY FORGIVENESS AND GRACE. IT WILL NEVER HURT YOU. IT WILL NEVER PULL YOU AWAY FROM YOUR LIFE. IT WILL NEVER COST YOU ANY CENT OR DOLLARS. 
IT WILL ONLY HEAL YOU EMOTIONALLY AND GIVE YOU A FRESH LIFE. 
I WENT THROUGH A LOT OF HATRED AS WELL (THOUGH A LITTLE DIFFERENT). BUT I TOO HAVE TO SUFFER ALL THE SLEEPNESS NIGHTS, THE REVENGEFUL FEELINGS, AND THE HATES... 
ACTUALLY IM NOT LIVING THE LIFE. 
TRY THIS: PUT NUMBER 1 ON LETTER A...GO ON THROUGH LETTER Z...THATS NUMBER 26 I THINK. 
WRITE ATTITUDE, THEN WRITE THE CORRESPONDING NUMBERS. IT WILL GIVE YOU THE TOTAL WE NEED TO LIVE FOR THIS LIFE. 
JUST FORGIVE, AS GOD FORGAVE US. 
POSTED BY DARCY GEM SABIDO APRIL 27, 09 06:47 AM  
58. 
STRONG IMAGES.  
AS SOME COMMENTERS NOTED EARLIER, ONE SAD THING IS THAT THE USA THROUGH ITS ACTIONS THERE INDEED PAVED THE WAY FOR THE KHMER ROUGE. 
UNFORTUNATELY NOBODY SEEMS TO LEARN _ANYTHING AT ALL_ FROM THIS, AS THE DECLARED AND UNDECLARED WARS CURRENTLY ONGOING SHOW ALL TO CLEAR. 
ONE THING I WANT TO MAKE NOTE OF THAT THIS WAS NOT GENOCIDE, SINCE NO PARTICULAR RACE WAS TARGETED. I'M UNSURE WHAT TO MAKE OF THE FACT THAT MANKIND IS OBVIOUSLY CAPABLE OF DOING SUCH UNTHINKABLE THINGS , BUT THEN FAILS TO FIND AN OWN NAME FOR THEM.  
POSTED BY TORSTEN SCHMIDT MAY 21, 09 07:39 AM  

59. 
I AM SO SAD WHEN I SEE ALL THIS PICTURE .I WISH CAMBODIA TO BECOME GRATE COUNTRY SOON. 
POSTED BY PINKY PANNY AUGUST 21, 09 12:58 AM  

60. 
I AM JASMINE WILSON AND I AM HERE TO COMMENT ABOUT THE WARS IT HAS BEEN A CRAZY THOUGHT HAVING THAT HAPPEN TO US.THIS HAS CAPTURED MANY LIVES. 
POSTED BY JASMINE WILSON SEPTEMBER 3, 09 08:37 PM  
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SHARETHIS 
Cambodia and its War Tribunal 
o Van Tay (right), who filmed S-21 as his troops chased Pol Pot's rebels from Phnom Penh in 1979, and who rescued Norng from S-21 as well, in Phnom Penh February 16, 2009. (REUTERS/Chor Sokunthea) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

15 
A woman rides her bike past temples upon hilltops near Udong, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 15, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

16 
A Cambodian farmer waters his vegetables outside of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Monday, March 2, 2009. Cambodia remains an agricultural country with 80 percent of its population working as rural farmers. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

17 
The moon is seen at sunset as locals gather near the bank of the banks of the Tonle Sap river in Phnom Penh on February 9, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

18 
A Khmer woman wearing a traditional scarf called a Kroma sits outside her home in Taches village on the outskirts of Phnom Penh on February 13, 2009. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

19 
A bride stands on the roadside as she welcomes guests to her reception near Udogn, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 15, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

20 
A woman puts the finishing touches on a sculpture in downtown Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Photo taken February 7th, 2009. (© Alicia Conway) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

21 
Cambodian soldiers search for landmines on the outskirts of Pailin, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold, in western Cambodia's Battambang province February 13, 2009. A landmine exploded nearby a day earlier, killing a family of three, locals said. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

22 
Unexploded ordinance sits displayed near a land-mine field outside of Cambodia's western city of Battambang on February 12, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

23 
A disabled man exercises on February 18, 2009 at the Kien Khleang Physical Rehabilitation center that treats victims of landmines and road accidents outside Phnom Penh. Cambodia's civil war ended in 1998, but millions of mines still litter the country in the aftermath of three decades of fighting. (NICOLAS ASFOURI/AFP/Getty Images) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

24 
Farmer Som Boo sprays insecticide on his rice field in Reang Kesei, located in Cambodia's western Battambang province February 10, 2009. (REUTERS/Adrees Latif) #  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

25 
A Cambodian Buddhist monk offers prayers at sacred tree in Phnom Penh Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009. (AP Photo/David Longstreath) #  
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PTSD	prevalence*	

*Adjusted prevalence 



KR-related	PTSD	prevalence	



Predictors	of	PTSD	



Matrix	showing	between	Primary	PrevenHon	at	the		(Inter)naHonal	
level	

SOCIETY-AT-LARGE 
or 

(INTER)NATIONAL 
 

COMMU

NITY  
FAMILY 

& 

INDIVID

UAL  
PRIMARY 

PREVENTION 
 
eliminate a 
conflict or 
problem before it 
can occur  

Defining & condemning human rights violations  
Research into events and their consequences  
Setting standards for intervention and training  
Expanding security institutions 
Military’s role of last resort 
Reinforce peace initiatives & conflict resolution  
Arms and landmine control 
Prevent the reemergence of violence  
Transnational collaborative projects  
Selective preventive interventions 
Humanitarian operations  
War tribunals/persecution of perpetrators   
Peace-keeping forces   
Indicated preventive interventions 
Human rights advocacy  

SECONDARY 
PREVENTION 

 

shorten the 
course of a 
conflict or 

problem   
TERTIARY 

PREVENTION 
prevent a conflict 

from  
becoming 

chronic, to recur, 
and  

to contribute to 
rehabilitation and 

reconstruction  





Matrix	with	Community	IntervenHons		
SOCIETY-AT-LARGE 

or 
(INTER)NATIONAL 

 

COMMUNITY  FAMILY & 

INDIVIDUAL  
PRIMARY PREVENTION 

 
eliminate a conflict or 
problem before it can occur  

Rural development/food production 
Community empowerment: helping 
skills, dependency/learned 
helplessness (leaders, healers) 
Public health and education (1) equity 
policy (2) reconstruction (3) HR (4) 
supply materials (5) surveillance 
Peace education and conflict resolution 
in schools  
Public education (info aid&hr, rumors) 
Security measures (UXOs, bandits) 

SECONDARY 
PREVENTION 

 

shorten the course of a 

conflict or problem   

Conflict prevention & resolution by 
local organizations (1) monitor conflicts (2) 
convene adversarial parties; (3) undertake 
mediation (4) conflict resolution (eg gacaca (5) 
strengthen institutions for conflict resolution 
involving local and religious leaders 
Crisis intervention /Vocational skills 

TERTIARY PREVENTION 
prevent a conflict from  

becoming chronic, to recur, 
and  

to contribute to rehabilitation 

and reconstruction  

Reconciliation & mediation skills 

groups  



Matrix	showing	Primary	PrevenHon	at	the	Family/Individual	level		

SOCIETY-AT-
LARGE 

or 
(INTER)NATION

AL 
 

COMMUNITY  FAMILY & 
INDIVIDUAL  

PRIMARY 
PREVENTION 

 
eliminate a 
conflict or 
problem before it 
can occur  

Include women in the distribution 
of economic growth    
Family reunion/family tracing  
Family/network building 
Improvement of physical aspects 
Public health and education 
Schools stabilizing factor for 
children 
 

SECONDARY 
PREVENTION 

 

shorten the 
course of a 
conflict or 

problem   
TERTIARY 

PREVENTION 
prevent a conflict 

from  
becoming 

chronic, to recur, 
and  

to contribute to 
rehabilitation and 

reconstruction  



Matrix	showing	Secondary	PrevenHon	at	the	level	of	Family	and	
Individual	

 
(INTER)N
ATIONAL 

 

COMMUNI

TY  
FAMILY & 

INDIVIDUAL  
PRIMARY 

PREVENTION 
 

SECONDARY 
PREVENTION 

 

shorten the 
course of a 
conflict or 

problem   

Prevention of recruitment of child soldiers 
Ensure vocational skills training ex (child) soldiers 
Transition from a ‘combat mode’ to a ‘civil 
mode’ (using reconciliation and cleansing rituals) 
Rehabilitation services for injuries, psychosocial 
problems and control of aggression 
Reparation and compensation for afflicted families 
Public (mental) health and disease control 
Self-help groups for ex-combatants/child soldiers, 
widows, unaccompanied minors, survivors of GBV 
and torture, families/mothers with disabled 
children, the elderly, substance abuse  
Collaboration with healers and CAM  
Crisis intervention 

TERTIARY 
PREVENTION 







Social contexts survey 

Social Context Survey 



Psycho-Education 



Psychosocial problems 



Counseling 



Self-help groups 







Cost-benefits per month of psychosocial and mental 
health program Burundi  

(in US$) from a societal perspective 

5,33

15,93

2,04

13,13

0
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6
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16

IC - med IC - no med

Costs
Benefits

27 US$ to cover 100 inhabitants for 1 year  



In	sum:	socio-ecological	modeling	
•  Multi-sector, multi-modal and multi-level 

preventive principles involving the economy, 
governance, diplomacy, the military, human 
rights, agriculture, health, education and 
journalism, can be applied in an integrative 
and eclectic way  

•  Prevention moulded to the requirements of 
the specific historic, political-economic and 
socio-cultural context  

•  The model shows the complementarity 
between the UN and the (Non)Governmental 
actors.  



Conclusion	2	
 
•  The model helps identify gaps in our knowledge  
•  Prevention of political violence involves communities 

or regions. Quasi-experimental studies and time-
series designs offer an alternative to RCT to 
comprehend better the micro, meso and macro-
levels of political, economic, socio-cultural and 
historical processes 

•  Further efforts are needed to develop preventive 
interventions and  to improve their cost-
effectiveness in varied settings 

•  This requires a process of repeated evaluation of 
preventive policies and their implementation 







• Thank you for your 
attention 


